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TO THE 
Right Worſhipful 


Sir Fames e Morton, 


OF 
SLAUGHAM, 
IN THE 
Coufty of Suſſex, Knight. 


SIR, . 
O prefix your Name to the 
preſent Treatiſe T could 


j give many Reaſons that 


induced me, did I not know that 


yOu are more delighted in dot 


Worthy Things than to have the 
Praiſe of your Attions re-echged 
and repeated from others. And 

A 2 ſince 
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fince my choice and affettion hath 
thus far led me, T am the leff ſoli- 
citows of the various Cenſures that 
a Diſcourſe of this nature may pro- 
bably meet withal : For even the 
cleareſt Reaſon does often loſe its 
force when it meets with ſtrong and 
inveterate Prejudices, However 
T have done my endeavour to make 
things appear plain and eaſie, and 
the | to comply with an Inqui- 
fitrve and Philoſophical Age, have 
made uſe of ſuch Principles as the 
beſt and choiceſs Philoſephy could 
-_ me; which as it « not in 
the leaſt derogatory to my Profeſ- 
ſton, L, 2s Ms Ph 
make good one great end of the 
Chriſtian Religion, in delivering 
#s from the Power of the Dark 
Ryngadom, whoſe very Exiſtence 
ſome ſmatterers in Philoſophy have 
the Confidence to deny, Whether 
T pleaſe others or not I am not 
much concerned, having the ſa» 
mY tisfattion 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
tisfattion of pleaſing my ſelf, in 
taking the opportunity of 4 grate- 
ful Acknowledgment of your ma- 
ny favours towards me, who 


F am, 


S 3 
Your moſt Faithful and 


Aﬀectionate Servant, 


Henry Hallywell, 


THE 


EPISTLE 


READER: 


Reaaer, 


e iy E enſuing Treatiſe be- 
ing a Diſcourſe of the 
Dark ſide of Providence, or of 
that Rebellious Polity that 
proudly oppoſes it ſelf againſt 
the Kingdom of Light; I am 
obliged to give ſome Account as 
well of the Work it ſelf as De- 
ſign in writing it. As for the 
Deſign of it, it is no other than 
what is good and laudable, name- 
ly to ſhew our Sceptical and 
ſtaggering Religioniſts that 
there is a very Potent and Ad- 
verſe party of Incorporeal 
Agents, that entring into a Re- 
bellious Confederacy againſt 

A 4 God, 
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God, and being caſt out of the 
Manſions of Light, have formed 
themſelves a Kingdom in the 
Aereal Regions, and not content 
with this Power and Dominion 
among themſelves, have ſtudi- 
ouſly endeavoured ever ſince the 
Creation to deprave and corrupt 
Mankind, and to enlarge their 
own Empire by the Acceſſion of 
frail man, whoſe weakneſs they 
abuſe and triumph over, and 
ſtrive by all means to keep him 
faſt within their clutches, thar 
if at leaſt they muſt be miſerable, 
they may make others ſo and 
have companions in their Tor- 
ments. 

Now concerning the Work it 
ſelf, T muſt confeſs I have fra- 
med it in a lax and diffuſe man- 
ner, not endeavouring to prove 
the Exiſtence of Spirits either 
good or bad, but ſuppoſing them 
both in Being already, and like- 

wiſe 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


wiſe taking many other _ 
for- granted which are already 
either made good by divers 
Learned Authors, or may evi- 
dently be deduced from the 
principles of true and ſound Phi- 
lolophy : As likewiſe purpoſely 
omitting many otherwiſe mate- 
rial proofs of fome heads in this 
Diſcourſe, being willing to 
bring the Hypotheſis into as ſmall 
a compals as may be. Nor have 
I been wanting to confirm my 
Diſcourſe in : 4 moſt material 
parts of it by the Teſtimony of 
the Sacred Scriptures, and ſome- 
times added the Suffrage of ſome 
of the Ancient Fathers, in ſuch 
{ſpeculations as otherwiſe per- 
haps would have ſeemed over 
nice and curious. And laſtly 
( which in a Diſcourſe of this 
nature could not well be preter- 
mitted ) I have briefly reſolved 
the Queſtion of Witchcraft, and 

ſhewed 
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ſhewed the poſſibility of ſuch 
deteſtable Confederacies with 
wicked Spirits, and anſwered 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt conſide- 
rable Objections TI could meet 
Withal againſt it. That which 
ﬆ the preſent ſeemsto me to be 
molt liable to Exception 1s, the 
IntroduQtion of the Spirit of 
Nature, which by Corporealiſts 
is looked upon at the ſame rate 
with an Occult Quality, and 
brought in rather as an 4/y/um 
of Ignorance than a Ph:loſophical 
Fruth. To which I have this 
toreply, That the ground and 
reaſon of uſing that Hyporheſis 
aroſe partly becauſe TI ſaw it 
maintainable by rational and ſo- 
ld Arguments, and partly 
through a natural propenſity of 
my own whereby I am prone 
to think, that whatever boaſts 
may be made by the followers of 
Democritirs and Epicurms, _ 
ave 
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have diſmembred and disjoyned 
the Ancient Atomologie from the 
Doctrine of Spirits or the Meta- 
phyſical part of it, there is not 
one conſiderable Phenomenon in 
the Carteſiaz Philoſophy that can 
be ſolved by the mere and ſolita- 
ry principles of Matter and Mo- 
tion. For a concluſion of the 
whole, Ihave drawn ſuch Infe- 
rences as may moſt effeCtually 
perſwade men from Sin and 
Vice, by which they infallibly 
entertain Communion and So- 
ciety with the Dark Kingdom, 
and to aſſert themſelves under a 
higher and more | a0. Pro- 
vidence, by the ſincere practice 
of true and unteigned Piety and 
Religion, Farewel. 
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(1) 


T he Introduttion. 


T was obſerved long ago by 
[| Epiftetws, that there were ſame 


Perſons that would deny the 
laineſt and moſt evident 
Truths, and this ſtate and conditi- ,,,;,,. 
on he terms an aToailwgors Or arvorixgw- 1,1.c.5. 
oi, a Petrification or Mortification ffa« or: 
of the Mind, which when it happens 576 60: - 
to men of a blameleſs and ſober con- L*9 - | 
verſation, is nothing but the confu- Culuwoy ik 
fion of their Intelleftuals, which are/+4uL, 
ſo miſerably diſtrated, that they Str Arn, 
are not able to apprehend the force p93 
and ſtrength of the plaineſt demon- 
ſtration : But there are others that 
are bedeaded and ſtupified as to their 
Morals, and then they loſe that 
natural ſhame that belongs to a man, 
affirming or denying with the great- 
eſt confidence that which an Innate 
ſhame and reverence of the inſcripti- 
ons of our own Minds will not ſyffer 
others to aſlert or contradict ; and 
B this 
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this 1s really no better than an @To- 
Smeiwors ( as the Philoſopher calls it ) 
a mere Brutiſhneſs or Beſtiality. 
Under one of theſe heads. L muſt 
needs comprehend all- thoſe who 
boggle and ſtartle ſo much at the 
Notion of an Incorporcal Being: 
For my own part-I cannot hut thi 
that great Wit Des-Cartes delivered 
a molt certain Truth, when he ſaid, 
that the Notion or Conception of 
the Soulis much more plain and evi- 
dent than that of the Body. But 
when men are either ſo monſtrouſly 
confounded in their Intelle&s, ſo as 
Wot to be wrought upon or convin- 
ced by the force and itrength of Ar- 
gument and Reaſon, or wholly gi- 
ven over to the gratification of their 
Luſts and Paſſions, I do not much 
wonder that they ſhould have ſuch 
dull Hallucinations about the cleareſt 
things, or that they ſhould entertain 
ſuch craſs and untoward -Opinions, 
and ſo diſagreeing with all thoſe 
that ever had a ſober and right uſe 
of their Reaſons and Underſtand- 
ings: 


This 


| & 
” 
f % 
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This Age hath produced too ma» 
ny over-confident Exploders of Im- 
material Subſtances; and he that 
ſhall calk of the' Exiſtence of Devils 
and evil Spirits, their Poſlcſſions of 
the Bodies of nien, of Ghoſts and 
Apparitions, and the feats and pra- 
&bices of Witches, ſhall be confuted 
with a loud langhteror a ſupercili- 
ons look, as if theſe things were on- 
Iy the deluſions of a diſtempered 
Imagination, and owed all their Be- 
ing and Reality to the dreams and 
fancics of, melancholick perſons. 
Or if the Matters of fact be too no- 
torious t6 be gainſaid, then theft 
Corporealiſts will not ſtick to affirm 
with a late Author, that they belzeve, 
there are many thouſands of Spirits, 
made of an Incorporeal matter, too fine 
to be perceived by the Senſes of men ; 
and that theſe Spirits may play mad 
pranks amongſt ws. A thing much 
more worthy of laughter and the 
character of folly, and all one as if 
a man ſhould go about to perſwade 
that the little Motes or Atoms that 
fridge and play in the Beams of the 
Sun ſhining through a Crany, ſhould 
A 2 B 2 by 
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by 2 commorr conſent unite them- 
. ſelves intoa living. heap, and ſpeak 
and act either ludicrouſly or miſ- 
chievouſly with the ſtanders by: 
This is really nothing elſe but a 
diſeaſe of the Mind, and I have en- 
deavoured in this ſmall Treatiſe fo 
far to diſcourſe of the Exiſtence of 
the Dark Kingdom, and the myſte- 
ries thereof, and have lajd down 
ſuch Arguments, as being well 
weighed and confidered; may be 
ſubſervient to the releafin na ſet- 
ting free ſuch heavy and dull Con- 
ſtitutions from the diſt@pper they 
labour under. Y 
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CHAP. L 


That the Lapſe and Revolt of the 
Angels from the Bleſſed life of 
G >. conſiſts mainly in debaſin 
their higher and nobler Facul. ; 
ties, by enſlaving and [ubjuga- 
ting them to their Inferior and 
yr re 
Wo A eria PE a LÞs. $o0 col 
| E cher wlll ok of tha. 
gels like a Philoſopher, 
1 4 looks upon their Souls like 


Co 


j 


: i thoſe of men, to be of an Heteroge- 


Y 
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_ *heous nature,. including within the 


latitnde and comprehention of their 
Eſſences an Intellettual and Plaſtical 
life. The Perceptive part is indeed 
the flower of the Soul, aſcrinkna- 
ting all Impreſſions madg in the com- 
mon Senſoriur by the various objects 
of Senſe, and being Life 'and -ACti- 
vity in a very high degree contains 
in it the principles- and ſeeds of all 
manner of Wiſdom and Knowledpg : 
Bur the Plaſtich, part br Foroidelve 
Power is wholly employed in the 
modification of matter, conſerving 
the vital motioans/ and faithfully 
tranſmitting the Impreſſions of Ex- 
ternal Objects upon the Inſtruments 
of Senſe to the ſeat of Pefception. 
And that this holds gead in Angels, 
their vital union, with matter Taff. 
ciently demonſtrates. . For although 
we ſhould fancy the Vehicles or Bo- 
Hes of Angels to lie in a lax-and 
diffuſe manner without -any particu- 
lar Organization or Characteriſtical 
&S@:»yet it is moſt. probable that 
the ſeat of Perception is reſtrgary | 
to fome particular. place in «that. , + 
heapof living Air; Wherefore God: 44 
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creating no 'Power or Faculty in 
vain,' but thatat ſome time or other 
it ſhould be called forth into Act, 
did graciouſly allow to theſe embo- 


died Spirits theirTPerige*sor Conver- Tt Wboye 
ſion to the Placid Motions of their Aa Slal 
Eongenit Bodies in due meaſuresand 12, 3- «/y- 


proportions, as well as theirTApoge*s , 
or Receſlions from matter. Which 
innocent delight was in a ſort ne- 
ceſſary to their condition and the 
circumſtances of their Natures. For 
the moſt Intelleftnal and refined 
operations of their Minds depending 
fomewhat upon the motions of the 
Matter of their Yehicles, it is impoſ- 
fible they ſhould always attend with 
an equal Intenſeneſs and Vigour up- 
on thoſe high Ihd remote ſpeculati- 
ons, without any the leaſt laſſitude 
of dulIneſs ; partly becanſe profound 
Contemplations do very much ex- 
hauſt and debilitate the Spirits or 
Ethereal matter, which is the moſt 


immediate Inſtrument of Senſe and... 


Cogitation, both in the qunſs of 
men and Angels; afid partly Trom 
the neceſſary imperfeCtion of their 
Natures, which are made with re- 
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ſpe&t and regard to the Plaſtick as 
well as Perceptive powers of life, 
which require an abatement and re- 
laxation of the ſuperior Faculties, 
as well for the ſupply and recruit of 
their Vehicles, as.to be a pleaſant 
repait, after which the Intelleual 
life becomes more ardent, ſublime 
and vigorous in the exerciſe of all its 
moſt perfeCt operations. | 
Wherefore this being the ſtate of 
things, the DefeCtion and Eclipſe of 
thoſe once bright and glorious 
morning Stars, - muſt be attributed 
tothe luxuriant growth of the Pla- 
ſtick life, which taking deeper root 
by a fond. careleſneſs and indulgen- 
cy, diffuſes every way ſuch poiſon- 
ous and noxious Ferments as choak 
the Emanations of a Divine life, 
till at laſt they become wholly dead 
to that better principle, whoſe act- 
ings and inſpirations fo long as they 
heeded, they remained . perfectly 
happy. The experiment 1s every 


Pray >> Wake rg inns, in the world, and 
| Ve en jþy letting themſelves 


looſe to all manner of wretchedneſs 
and debauchery, through the Potene 
| an 
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and Kingdom of Darkneſ. 
and enormous laſciviency of the bo- 
dily life, quite loſe the reliſh and 
grateful ſenſe of true Goodneſs and 
Nobility ; and the edge and acute- 
neſs of their Cr:teria is ſo far taken 
off, that they have' no right diſcri- 
mination between' Virtue and Vice, 
Good and Evil. And though it be 
true, that the Angels by finking into 
the brutiſh life, have not bereaved 
themſelves of their Reaſon and na- 
tural Sagacity ( ſith = That 1s a 
kind of middle principle, and al- 
ways follows the. prevailing part, 
indifferently either purveying for 
the ſatisfaction of a petulant Luſt or 
flaviſh Paſſion, or elſe afting under 
the conduct and guidance of. a more 
Celeſtial Nature ) yet have they to- 
tally extinguiſhed that noble Facul- 
ty, the flower and ſummity of the 
Souls of men and Angels; which a 
learned perſon calls Boniformem ani- 
me facultatem, 1. e. that power in 
them which feels the pleaſure of 
Righteouſneſs and_Virtue, qand has 
a natural reliſh and'guſt of true and 
eſſential goodneſs and being once 
united and conjoyned with ſo beauti- 
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ful an object, © diffuſes an ineffable 
joy and pleaſure through all the ca- 
pacities of- the Soul. Nor do we by 
this make God the cauſe and Author 
of ſin : for though it be true that 
the Animal faculties in Angels and 
men, together with their reſpective 
objects, bea part of God's Creati- 
on'y yet their ſin gproceeded from 
themſelves, through an undue and 
diſharmonious connection of thoſe 
principles, and conſiſts .in the abnſe 
of his Fatherly indulgence by a wil- 
fu! immoderation and exceſs. 

Nor will this ſe&m ſtrange to any 
that will but conſider what S. Peter 
and S., Jude ſpeak of the fallen An- 
gels; to give ſome light to which 
places, I ſhall ſet them down in the 


— Original, 2 Per. 2. 4. Ei » 6 Ove 


dſyirov duapriouvruy th YgthoaTo, GANG 
Ferpals Cops Taprapmras Tate dwiey tis 
xpiorv Terupnpives* For if God ſpared 
not the Angels that ſinned, but caſt 
them down to Hell, and delivered them 
:nto chighys of darkneſs ro be reſerved 
unto FTudgment, And S. Fude after 
the ſame manner : *Aſyiaus 78 The wi 
THpioavTas F $avToY apyiv, dAAG aTr0- 
ji ainovlas 


| 


and Kjnguom of Darkntfi. 
aitiyras 73 troy. eixyriproy, 6is xpiory 
peydans nutpar, Secuois didiog vmd 
Zogoy Terngnety, Andthe Angels which 
kept not their firſt eſtate, but left rheir 


own habitation; he hath reſerved in 


everlaſting chains under darkneſs, un- 


to the judg ment of the great day. ___ 


In which we have a plain Indica- 
tion both of the ſin and puniſhment 
of theſe lapſed Angels : Their fin in 
theſe words, [. v4 Tnwenoarlas # tav- 
Tor dpxiay | which our Tranſlation 
tenders [ kept. not their firſt eſtate } 
but: the vulgar Latin [| Principatum 
ſum non ſeroayerwnt ] that is, kept 
not their Principality, Rule or Do- 
minion, which Interpretation ( ſays 
Beza ) is not tobe rejected. . So that 
the moſt genuine and natural ſignift- 
cation of the words refers to that 
Goycrnment or Dominion which the 
ſuperior Faculties ought to have 
over the inferior. For as in men, 
ſo likewiſe in. the Angels, there is a 
double nature, the one Jntellettual, 
and the other Animal : The former 
of theſe Simplicins calls naiSaynys, 
the Schoolmalter, or that part which 
16:0 govern and rule; the::other 

| is 
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c.10, 
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is iy 144iy rais, the boy that is to be 
kept under diſcipline and ſtrict go- 
vernment within us. The irratio- 
nal or Animal power ( he ſays) is in- 
tent only p35 73 542, upon that 
which is ſweet and pleaſant; but the 
Rational and Intellectual reſpects 
Chiefty 73 &p6auey, that which is beſt 
and moſt profitable. When therefore 
the Angels ſuffered their Deſpotick 
and Lordly Powers to be enſlaved 
and ſubjected to their Animal or 
| Brutiſh Faculties ; when inſtead of 
Th keeping cloſe to the 73 sgiauor, that 
| which is ſimply and abfolutely the 
4 beſt, they purſued without bounds 

| | or meafures the 73 4, the luſcious 
pleaſures reſulting from Body or 

Matter, . then did they truly relin- 
wiſh # tauror epxIv, that Principa- 

lity which God had given them, and 
infenſibly deſerted 74 7oy oixmriproy, 
their Celeſtial bodies : for ſo S. Paul 
_ uſes the word ojixyT»gioy, 2 Cor. 5. 2. 
where thoſe Spiritual Bodies which 
we hope for at the Reſurrection are 
called, 73 oixnThiproy nuay 73 i wpart, 

1 our houſe that ts from Heaven, which 
il is all one with S. Jude's 78 idov oixy- 
4 Typtey, 
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Tipioy, the proper houſe, building 
or habitation of Angels, viz. their 
Heavenly Bodies. 

And upon this foul revolt and 
Apoſtaſie of theirs from their Pri- 
meval Glory, followed their puniſh- 
ment, which was their dejeftion and 
detruſion into the Caliginous Regi- 
ons of the Air. For Tef]epy ſigni- 
fies nothing elſe but to caſt down, 
and TdpJeega Is that which is loweſt, 
whether in Earth or Air. as may be 
ſeen in Homer”s deſcription of 7ep]e- 
eO, Iliad. 4. The copai and Sroue? 
ties, chains of darkneſs, are no- 
thing but the Fetters of this thick 
and clammy Air within the Atmo- 
ſphere of the Earth, into which by 
the juſt judgment of God theſe re- 
bellious Spirits are precipitated. 
For the Air is of it ſelf a Terreſtri- 
al, ſtubborn and dark Element. To 
this purpoſe is that of Plararch, in 
his Book de Homerica Poeſs, where 
he ſays, that Hades is the Air, ad- 
ding, TiToy 3d aiye Gogor npierre, 
$THddy pas oixcior wh Exe, dnAQGR UNS 
#Ais x) CAvns X} Tov agigey dxAar Kale- 
a6untTe;. And this their confine- 
ment 
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ment 1s very conſentaneouſly expreſ- 
ſed by chains and bands, being fer- 
ter*d here by the irrevocable De+ 
crees of Heaven, and areno more 
able to aſcend ons of the noxions 
Fumes of this lower: World, than 
we can flye in the ſpacious Tracts of 
e/Etber;, for thoſe Eternal Laws 
which God hath placed in the Uni- 
verſe are the owdiperar muAus x Xax- 
x:& «is, as Homer ſpeaks of ; 
tarus, thoſe iron gates and brazen 
walls, that prohibit all afcent 'to 
higher and better Regions. 
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That theſe lapſed Angels have 
formed themſelves into a Polity 
or Kjugdom of Darkneſs. 


UR Saviour in the Goſpel 
\ FF makes mention of the King- 
dom of Satan, which ſuppoſes a 
Polity,. Society - or Corporation 
among: thoſe wicked Spirits. _ 
£6 ns 


1 
a 
fn 
4 


end Kingdom of Rarknefs. 
this Kingdom or Government of 
theirs took its. beginning and riſe 
from their lapſe and reyolt from 
God at the Creation of the World ; 
when ?*tis moſt probable that ſome 
mighty Leader or Chieftain among 
the Orders of Angels inſpired the 
breaſts of Myriads with pernicious 
and rebellious counſels againſt God, 
attempting . to frame and erect a 
Principality of his own in oppoſition 
to the Soveraignty and Dominion 
of the. Almighty; and being caſt 
out of the Manſions of Light and 
Happineſs, with all his wicked ad- 


| herents, for this their bold and au- 


dacious attempt of invading Heaven 
it ſelf, he hath notwithſtanding kept 
ſo much of his ancient Grandeur, as 
to be the Head and Prince of all 
thoſe whom he drew into that Trai- 
terous confederacy. Nor is Reaſon 
wanting in her ſuffrage here : For 
.1, They being all embodied Spi- 
Tits, that 1s, vitally united to Mat- 
ter, they muſk of neceſſity be ca- 
pable both of pain and pleaſure, the 
ſenſe of which is more or leſs acute 
and yiggrous according to —_ 
| the 
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the Tenuity or Groſsneſs of their 
Bodies, and by conſequence they are 
liable and obnoxious to harm and 
injury from thoſe of their own Socie- 
ty ; which, conſidering the miſchie- 
vouſneſs of their natures and diſpo- 
ſitions ( each ones particular Luſts 
being the grand rule and meaſure of 
his Actions ) would certainly breed 
an infinite Ataxy and confuſion 
amongſt them, and at Iaft the ruine 
and deſtruction of their Kingdom, 
if not prevented by ſome external 
reſtraint and diſcipline. Where- 
fore they being all ſo deeply lapſed 
into the Animal life, whoſe very 
foundation is ſelt-love and preſer- 
vation of the irregular Exertions of 
their ſenſual Appetites, their Rea- 
{on which, thongh perfectly ſubſer- 
vient to their brutiſh Faculties, yet, 
is no whit abated. or diminiſhed by 
their degeneracy, would not fail of 
moulding them into a Body Politick, 
and enacting by their general conſent 
and approbation for the mainte- 
nance and ſecurity of their uſurped 
Dominions, all ſuch Laws and ne- 
ceſſary Proyiſions as might both ſe- 
Cure 


=— 


ſe- 
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cure themſelves from outrages and 
villanies committed upon one ano- 
ther ; and the more advantageoully 
and ſucceſsfully drive on the general 
trade of wickedneſs throughout the 
whole kingdom of Hell and Dark- 
neſs. | 

2. But beſides this, there is ano- 
ther cogent reaſon and inducement 
to believe there is an Order and Go- 
vernment among the dark Fiends, 
in that they are not all of the ſame 
rank and quality, but may probably 
have aJmany diviſions among them 
as there are diverſities of Animals 
upon Earth, though they all agree 
in the common Angelick nature; 
which if ſo, that thirſt and deſire of 
Rule and Authority which is ſo larg- 
ly ſpread and diffuſed through their 
natures and capacities, and ſo great 
a branch of the ſenſual life to which 
they are wholly addicted, will un- 
doubtedly ſtir up the more power- 
ful and politick among them, to 
take the reins of Government and 
Authority into their hands, and 
preſcribe Laws to the reſt, ſuch as 
may both eſtabliſh and preſerve the 
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Empire and Kingdom of Darkneſs 
from domeſtick and inteſtine broils 
and diſſentions, and uphold it when 
aſſaulted by forein Invaſions. 

And there ſeems to be an admi- 
rable conſent between what Reaſon 
ſuggeſts and the Holy Scriptures, in 


'which mention is made of the Prince 


—_ who is likewiſe called the 
Prince of the aiery Powers or Spi- 
ths Fad quick2nus up to a ſt - 
dious watchfulneſs and diligence 
againſt the latent frauds .and machi- 
nations of thoſe Infernal nunters ; 
we are aſſured that our conteſt 1s 
againſt Principalities and Powers, 
and againſt the Aerial wicked Spt- 
rits under their apx@y or Prince. 
And the learned Dr. Hammond in 
his Notes upon that place of S. Paul, 
ſuppoſes the Apoſtle by thoſe ſeve- 
ral expreſſions to denote ſeveral ſorts 
of Devils, either in reſpect of their 
Manſions, aspioy x imrytior mriwvud- 
Tey, faith Ignatius ad Epheſ. Aerial 

or Earthly Spirits; or elſe of the 
inclinations which they ſuggeſt : 


+p5: FIheEarthly Devils ſuggeſting groſ- 


ſer carnal appetites, filthineſs of the 
a _ fleſh, 
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fleſh, &c. thelAerial pride, vain=-7 p 6f 


glory, malice, &c. the filthineſs of 
the Spirit. 

And Druſius upon Ephbeſ. 2. 2. 
& 6. 12. cites two Fewsſh Authors, 
who ſpeak after this manner, Deber 
homo ſcixe & intelligere, a terra uſ- 
gue ad firmamentum omnium plena eſſe 
turmy & prefettis, Oc. 1.C. Aman 
& to know and underſtand, that all 
from the Earth to the firmament 1s full 
( and no place empty ) of troops of Spi- 
rits, with their Chieftains and ſuch 
4 are Przpoliti ; all which have their 
reſidence and flye up and down tn the 
Air ;, ſome of them incite to peace, 
others to war, ſome to goodneſs and 
life, others to wickedneſs and death. 

And that there are great diver{i- 
ties among the evil Demons, ſome 
being more Aiery and Spiritual, 
tronliting the affairs of the king- 
dom of Hell by ſubordinete Inſtru- 
ments, and others more groſs and 
feculent, employed in the baſeſt 
and moſt ſlaviſh actious; ſome 
ſportful and ludicrous, others ſa- 
vage and crnel; the Sacred Wrt- 
tings give us likewiſe ſome further 

C 2 intima- 
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intimation of. In Mar. ix. 25. we 
© readthat our Saviour caſt out a dumb 
and deaf Spirit, which certainly de- 
notes a diſtinct kind of Devil, it be- 
ing not ſo probable that he was cal- 
led ſo from the effeAts wrought in 
the- poſſefled ; for when the Di- 
ſciples, asked our Bleſſed Lord the 
reaſon why they could not caſt out. 
that Devil, whoſe diſpoſſeſſion they 
had attempted, he ſeems to tell 
them that it was a peculiar kind of 
Devil, that could only be ejected 
by Prayer and Faſting. Others 
{port themſelves in ratling among 
their chains and fetters, and whir- 
ting round ſtorms and tempeſts in 
their Ajery Regions and Dominions, 
to the deſtruction of Men and Beaſts 
and the Fruits of the Earth, as the 
did with Job. And the Pſalmiſt a 
+p.94, firms theevil Angels to be theTexe- 
cutioners of the adder ſentences of 
God the Judge of the world, Pſal. 
78.49. He caſt: upon them the fierce- 
neſs of his anger, wrath and indigna- 
tion and trouble, by ſending evil An- 
gels among them ;, where the Septua- 
gint read It anionasy tis avris opyhy 
Jvus 
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JupT avis, Fuuey x; ipyiny x FAInþav' 
droronly ff dyſexoy aormpor, And 
theſe are the grim Serjeants and in- 
exorable Officers, who carry the 
Souls of, wicked men to their places 
of puniſhment ; which therefore 


Origen calls Seiporas Sypics, the pub- Tib.8, 
lick Executioners;, and the Aufhor conty. Cel- 
of the golden Verſes, xaraxforirs [4m 


Seiuoras, ſubterranean Demons. 
Now this diverſity of Devils muſt 
needs caſt them into a Political Go- 
vernment. 

3. Nor is it to be thought but 
they would retain the ſame Order 
and Government in this their dark 
Empire, in which they were inſtated 
while they continued faithful ſub- 
jets of the kingdom of Light. Now 
it is moſt certain, that there are dif- 
ferent degrees of Dignity and Or- 
der among the good Angels; and 
S. Paul gives us an account of ſome 
of them, Col. 1. 16. For by him were 
all things created that are in Heaven, 
and that are in Earth, viſible and in- 
viſible, whether they be Thrones or 


Dominions, or Principalities or Pow- 
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And here it will not be amiſs to 
give the Reader a ſhort diſcourſe of 
S. Ferome, as a Commentary upon 
theſe words of S. Paul, produced by 
Zanchy ( if he have not nyiſcited 
him) in his Treatiſe of Angels. 
Nunc quarendum eft, ubi os 
hec quatuor nomina,, &c. i.e. Now 
let us ſearch where the Apoſtle found 
theſe four names written [" Thrones, 
Dominions, Principalities and Pow- 
ers ] and whence he had them. For it 
s not juſt to think that he who was ſo 
well read in the Scriptures, ſhould ſpeak. 
any thing that was not contained in 
thoſe ſacred Volumes, I ſuppoſe there- 
fore that he either brought to light ſome 
ſecret Tradition of the Jews, or at 
leaſt that he ( underſtanding the Law 
to be Spiritual) put a more ſublime 
ſence upon thoſe things which were 
written, as it were, according to the 
Hiſtory and Letter. And that which 
i related of Kings and Princes, of 
Generals, Tribunes and Centurions in 
the Bock, of Numbers, and of the 
Kings, he knew was an Image or Em- 
bleme of other Kings and Princes ; 
namely, that in the Heavenly Hoſts 
there 
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there are Principalities, Powers, Do- 
minions and Thrones, and other names 
of Offices ;, which we can neither name, 
nor I ſuppoſe Paul himſelf while in this 
earthly Body would enumerate, Now 
if there be Thrones and Dominions, 
Principalities and Powers, they: muſt 
of neceſſity have Subjetts, and thoſe 
that fear and ſerve ho. and ſuch as 
may be protefted by their ſtrength. 
Which diſtributions of Officts, are not 
only at preſent, but ſhall be in the world 
to come, that through ſeveral advance- 
ments and Honours, and Aſcenſions 
and Deſcenſions, Beings may propor- 
tionably ariſe or decline, and may be 
under ſometimes one Dominion, Prin- 
cipality or Power, and ſometimes ano- 
ther. We mortals that are quickly to 
be diſſolued into duſt and aſhes, if b 
the conſent of men we ſhould be ths 
Kings, we have preſently as many di- 
=_ <4 and multitudes of attendants, 
as may more eaſily be conceived than 
ſpoken ;, and ſhall we think, that God 
the Lord of Lords and King of Kings 
5 contented only with on# ſingle kind of 
Miniſtry ? Thus far the Father in 2 
Platonical ſtrain. 

C 4 Mr. Mede 


[1 tf] — See Fra 
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Mundo. 
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Mr. Mede ſomewhere ſpeaks of 
an ancient Tradition among the 
Jews, that there are ſeven principal 
Angels which miniſter before the 
Throne of God, and are therefore 
called Archangels; ſome of them 
we read of, Michael, Gabriel, Ra- 
phael and ( 2 Eſdr. 4. 36.) Feremel : 
Which ſeven principal Spirits are 
mentioned in Zech. 4. 10. where 
they are deſcribed to be the eyes of the 
Lord which run to and fro through the 
whole Earth. And perhaps Daniel 
inſtituted the ſeven chief Princes of 
Perſia, that the Perſian Court might 
reſemble that of Heaven ; for *tis 
very probable ( ſays that learned 
Author ) that Danzel had a great in- 
fluence in moulding the Perſian Go- 
vernment. A notable place to this 
purpoſe, and which may indeed 
ſerve as a Commentary upon the 
forementioned Text in the Prophe- 
cy of Zechary, is that which Apulei- 
5 relates of the Perſian Court : Sed 
inter eos Aures Regie, & Imperatorss 
Oculi quidam homines wocabantur. 
Per que officiorum genera Rex ille ab 
hominibus Dems eſſe credebatur ;," cum 
0mnia 


and Kjngdom of Darkneſs. 


omnia quecunque ibi gererentur, ille 
=" can relatione dicebat. 1. e. 
But among them there were certain men 
which were called the eyes and ears of 
the Prince : By which diſtribution of 
offices that King was thought by hes 
ſubjefts tobe a God, fgraſmuch as all 
things that were done within his Em- 
pire he had knowledge of from the rela- 
tron of the Otacuite. Ihe ſame 
Tradition of the Government of the 
World by ſeven chief Spirits under 
God the great Monarch, is yet re- 


25 


tained by the Perſians inhabiting pren. De- 


the borders of India. The ſumm of ſcripr. Reg- 


all amounts to this, That ſince there *! F«pon. 


is a ſubordinacy among the good 
Angels, and that they are not all of 
the ſame Power and Authority, it 
follows that even among the bad 
there was the like difference in their 
Order and Quality before their 
lapſe, and that there can be no rea- 
{on given why this diſtinction ſhould 
not hold good amongſt them now as 
well as before. 
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CHAT I 


That theſe wicked Spirits being [up- 
poſed Ratzonal Creatures, muſt 
needs be ſtudiousTin diffuſing 
their own ſinful Nature upon all 
capable ſubjeits, and thereby of 
eulargins the bounds of thei 
uſurped Dominions, t 

- OK (Jo .T- 3, +-p Ber 
{the E grand Prince of the Infer- 
nal Kingdom having ſo far 
ſucceſsfully advanced his rebellious 
deſign in the ſeduction of infinite 
numbers of Spirits, of whom in the 
Ethereal Regions under God he 
might probably be the great Hiermr- 
chal head, and finding hiniſelf caſt 
down from thoſe happy Manſions, 
together with all his wicked Aſſoct- 
ates, mult needs caſt an envious eye 
upon the Kingdom of Light, and 
thoſe bright Legions, who yet ſtood 
firm in their native innocence. And 
it cannot be thought but that thoſe 
prin= 
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principles of Pride and Malice, and 
an immoderate thirſt after Rule and 
Revenge beirg ſo fully awakened in 
him, would likewiſe edge him with 

a keen deſire of making further at- 

tempts upon the Kingdom of Light, 

and waging did\roy morspuoy, AN eternal 

war with all thoſc powers he ſaw ad- 

verſe and croſs to his deiigns. 

No ſooner was Man created, and 
as the beloved oft-ſpring of God pla- 
ced in Paradiſe, but that crooked 
Serpent winds in himſelf, and by 
his ſubtle wiles and gilded flatteries, 
deſpoils him of his beautiful Robe of 
Innocence, and throws his Honour 
to the ground... Of which Sacred 
ſtory the Pagans had gotten ſome 
knowledge, as appears from what 
Pherecydes writes, That the great 
Demon who waſted the Earth vas a 
Serpent, and hence calls him 59:-y417 
and 3priveoy, of a Serpentine hind and 
generation, ſetting mankind as it 
were in battel aray againit God. 
And what miſchief he all along de- 
ſigned, and ſtill carries on againſt 
the race and poſterity of Adam, the 
Hiſtories of former Ages, and the, 
preſent 


Lib.z, de 


Abſt. 
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preſent ſtate of the World will eaſily 
inform us. So mightily did this 
rand deceiver, who abode not him- 
elf in the Truth, diſſeminate and 
diffuſe his own wicked nature 
amongſt men, that God the good 
and gracious maker of all things, 
deſigned to deſtroy the works of his 
own hands, and by an univerſal de- 
Inge waſh away that poiſon where- 
with this old Serpent had infected 
the Earth. But notwithſtanding 
this the. Tyrant kept ſtill his hold, 
and with the increaſe of the world, 
increaſed likewiſe his own ſtrength 
and dominion, making whole Nati- 
ons to become his Vaſlals, and do 
him ſervice. For what elſe can we 
think, when we read of whiole 
Countries over-ſpread with wicked- 
neſs and vice, barbarity and luſt 
being adopted into their Laws, and 
practiſed in their moſt ſolemn Reli- 
g10ns ? | 


. Porphyry tells us, that theſe airy 


Goblins delight in nothing more, 
nor contend more eagerly than 'to be 
accounted Gods, and their Prince, 
that he may uſurp the place of the moſt 
high 
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| bighGod. And this aſſertion of his 


is ſufficiently niade good, in that 
they conſtantly commanded Sacrifi- 
ces to be offered to them throyghout 
the whole Pagan world. Nor did 
their boundleſs Pride think this a 
ſufficient inſultation over the cala- 
mitous ſtate of mankind, unleſs they 
offered up likewiſe to them their 
own bloud. Thus we read in Hi- 
ſtories of Children, young Virgins 
and Men offered up in Sacrifice to 
theſe bloud-thirſty Deities: Nay, 
even the more civilized Romans ad- 
mitted the ſhedding of humane bloud 
to Jupiter Latialis, which barbarous 
cuſtom continued to the time of J«- 
ftin Martyr and Tgtian. I need not 
inſiſt longer upon this, ſince the Sa- 
cred writings acquaint us, that God's 
own people were ſometimes ſo miſe- 


' rably depraved and Paganized, as to 


{acrifice their Sons and Daughters un- 
to Devils. 

Nor is the uncleanneſs and filthi- 
neſs practiſed among the Pagans in 


their Religious Worlhip leſs notori- 


ous. Inſomuch that thoſe very Fe- 
{tival days which were conſecrated 
0 
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to the honour of the Gods, were ce- 
lebrated with ſuch ſpectacles, thar 
grave Cato was aſhamed to be pre- 
tent at them. It would be too tedi1- 
ous to recite the many obſcenities 
acted in the Pagan Worſhip, and re- 
corded in their own Authors; I 
ſhall therefore+content my ſelf with 
what S. Auſtin obſerves, from the 
filthineſs uſed in the Sacrifices offer- 
ed to Cybele the mother of the Gods, 
where he ſuppoſes that Scrp:o, if his 
Mother were a Goddeſs, and he 
were asked whether he would have 
{ſuch filthy ſpectacles as were uſed in 
the Worſhip of Cybele, to be part 
likewiſe of his mothers honour, he 
would certainly avow that he had ra- 
ther have his Mother lye dead and 
ſenſeleſs, than to live a Goddeſs, 
to hear and allow ſuch Ribaldry : 
and that the worſt man would be 
aſhamed to have a Mother like that 
Mother of the Gods. 

But you will ſay, to what purpoſe 
is all this? Surely only to ſhew the 
intolerable Pride and Infolence of 
the Dark Kingdom, and what de- 
light they take, not only in the gra- ' 
tification 5} 
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tification of their own Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions, but in rendring mankind the 
unhappy and miſerable ſubjects of 
their contempt and ſcorn. And hg 
that doubts whether their envy at 
the practice of true goodneſs, or 
their hatred of us be 1o great as is 
ſuppoſed ; let him but conſider what 
Grotins ſpeaks concerning them : 
That they procured all the miſchief 
they could to the worſhippers of the one 
moſt high God, by proveking both Ma- 
giſtrates and People to inflitt puniſh- 
ments upon them. For when it was 
lawful for Poets to ſing of the Murders 
and Adulteries committed by their 
Gods, and for the Epicyres to take 
away all Divine Providence, and any 
other Religion ( though never ſo diffe- 
rent in Rites) was allowed, as the 


Egyptian, the Phrygian, the Greci- 


' an, the Thuſcan, and the Sacred 


Rites of Rome ; even then generally 
the Jews alone were made ridiculous, 
as appears by Satyrs and Epigrams 
written upon them :;, and ſometimes gal- 
ſo ſuffered baniſhment. And as for 
Chriſtians, they were afflitted with 


: moſt cruel puniſhments: No other 


cauſe 


?. De Verit. 
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cauſe whereof can be given than that 
both theſe Setts did worſhip one God, 
whoſe honour was impeached by the mul- 
titude of ſuch Gods as the Heathen 
adored ;, who did not ſo much ye one 
with another, as with him. Which 
is evidently confirmed by that ex- 
preſſion of our Saviour Chriſt in his 
Epiſtle to the. Smyrnian Church, 
Behold, the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of 
you into priſon ----- 1.e. the Pagans 
incenſed and ſtirred up by the old 
Serpent the Devil. And S. Peter 
deſcribes him, not only by drridix@&, 
one that brings-as it were an Indict- 
ment or accuſation againſt Men be- 
fore God, but ſets out the terrible- 


- neſs and deſtructiveneſs of his Na- 


ture, by that of a roaring Lion, 
walking about ſeeking whom he may de 


VOHY. 
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CHAN IT, 


That the great end of our Saviour"s 
coming into the World was to 
reſcue men from the Tyranny, 
Slavery and Oppreſſion of the 
Dark Kzngdom,. 


6 he + the Apoſtate Prince of the 
Alery Legions had miſerably 
enſlaved the World is already de- 
monſtrated; nor is it at all incon- 
ſiſtent with the Righteous Oecono- 
my of Providence, to ſuffer thoſe to 
fall under his Dominion, whoſe 
treacherous counſels and inſpirati- 
ons they ſo willingly hearkned to in 
their more happy ſtate of life, For 
what more warrantable piece of ju- 
ſtice can there be, than that men 
ſhould taſte the fruics of their own 
doings? And ſince by choice and 
affection they liſted themſelves un- 
der the Government of the Devil, 


that now they Wy ſuffer his bar * 


barous 
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barous Tyranny and Domination, 
whether with or againſt their wills ? 
AndI remember that Origen ſome- 
where tells Cel/us, that it is no more 
incongruous for God to let the De- 
vil Rule over whole Nations for 
ſome time, than to ſuffer a Tyrant 
to preſide over them : as ſome of the 
Roman Emperors were.. But though 
this grand Uſurper thought himſelf 
ſecure in thus Lording and Domi- 
neering over the greateſt part of the 
World at his pleaſure, yet in the 
fulneſs of time a conſpicuous and 
moſt remarkable Providence appear- 
ed for the reſcue of mankind, and 
the meek Lamb of God came down 
to break in pieces the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, to diſmantle all the 
ftrong holds, to reduce revolted 
Man to his former Fealty and Alle- 
glance, and to take into his hands 
the Government of the whole world. 
That ( as the Apoitle ſpeaks) to the 
Scepter of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, 
of things in Heaven, and things in 
Earth, and things under the Earth. 
And that this was the deſign of the 
Incarnation of our Loxd and Saviour, 
S. John 
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S. John aſſures us; For this purpoſe | 
the Son of God Was manifeſted, oh * mga 
he might deſtroy the works of the Dewil. 
For ſuch an ctfectual Engine 1s the 
Goſpel, where it is believed and en- 
tertained in the funplicity of it, to 
wind off men frqm their adherence 
to the Prince of Darkneſs, and to 
dethrone him from his unlimited 
er 1n the world, that upon the 
Preaching of the Seventy Dilcjples, 
whom our Lord ſent forth, he tells 
them at their return, that the ſuc- 
ceſs they had, was a Preludium of 
the utter ſubverſion of the Kingdom 
of Satan, which ſhauld at lait as per- 
tectly yaniſh and diſappear, as light- 
ving that leaves no print or footſteps 
of it ſelf in the ſpacious Tracts of 
Heaven. And the eyent ſhowed the 
truth of things : For afrer many cru- 
el oppoſitions made by the Dark 
Principality, Chriſtianity ſo far pre- 
vailed as to become the Religion of 
the Roman Empire, and the great 
Dragon, that old Serpent called the 
Devil and Satan, was caſt out with 
bis Angels, neither was there place 
found any more in Heaven. 1. c. a- 
D 2 niim, 


Zuk1o,18 


Kev, 12.8, _ 
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niſm, or that whole Religious wor- 
ſhip whereby the Devil had for ſo 
many Ages abuſed and enthralled 
mankind was aboliſhed and deſtroy- 
ed, the Emperors becoming Chriftt- 
ans. 

To this purpoſe Grorizs-difcourfes 
admirably, where he proves that 
the Miracles of our Saviour proceed- 
ed not from any evil Spirit, becauſe 
that the Doltrine of —_ was quite 
oppoſite and contrary to bad Spirits. 
For it prohibits the worſhipping of evil 
Angets, and difſmades men from all 
——— of affettions and manners, 
wherein fuch Spirits are much delight- 
ed. And this # alſo plain, for that 
mhereſoever the doftrine of the Goſpel 
was received and eſtabliſhed, there fol- 
lowed the downfal of the worſhip of 
Demons and of Magical Arts : and 
one God was worſhipped with a deteſt a- 
tion of Demons ;, whofe Pawer and Au- 
thority Porphyry acknowledges was 


broken by the commg of Chriſt. 


In a word, our moft Holy Jeſus 
in all things oppoſed and walked ex- 
atly contrary to the Powers of 
Darkneſs, chaſtiſing by his —_— 

rene 
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the pride of that great Lucifer, con- 
fronting by his innocency and puri- . 
ty the iniquity and uncleanneſs of 
the Black Society, and withdrawing 
abuſed mortals from the madneſs of 
Polytheiſm and Idolatry, and con- 
verting their hearts to the worſhip 
of the One only true God, who made 
Heaven and Earth. So that by the 
coming of Chriſt and the propagati- 
on of his moſt holy Doctrine 
throughout the world, men are 
brought from bondage and ſlavery 
to true liberty and freedom, from 
tyrannical and cruel Taskmaſters, 
to the obedience of a mild and gentle 
Prince, and from the loweſt dregs of 
miſery to the height of happineſs 
and felicity. 6 

Th only true Religion ( ſaith S. Au- CD, 1. 7. 
ſtin)) 1s of power to diſcover that the c.33, 
Gods of the Gentiles are moſt unclean © 
Spirits, deſiring upon the occaſion of 
yk departed Souls, or under the 
ſhapes of ſome earthly Creatures, tobe 
accounted Gods, and in their proud 
impurity taking pleaſure in Obſcenties 
« in Divine Honours, maligning the 
converſion of mens Souls unto the true 


D 3 God. 
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God. From whoſe beaſtly and abomi- 
nable Tyranny a man then gers free, 
when he lays hs belief upon Him, who 
by bus rare example of humility decla- 
red from what height, and for what 
pride thoſe wicked Fiends had their 
fall. 

Perhaps it may not be unpleaſant 
now to the Reader to refreſh his 
mind with part of a Hymn written 
by Syneſins, in honour of Jeſ#:, and 
thus Paraphraſed upon by 'a learned 
perſon. —M Oe. poor s-33Z- 


O lovely Child, with Glory great ar- 
ray'd! 

Sweet off-ſpring of the Solymeian maid! 

Thee would T1 ſing, and thy renowned 
Atts ; 

For thou didſt rid the boundleſs flowry 
Tratts 

Of thy dear Fathers Garden from the 
ſpoils | 

Of the falſe Serpent, and his treache- 
rous toils. 

When thou hadſt once deſcended to this 
Earth 

A ranger wight *mongſt ms of bu- 
mane Birth ;, 


After 


4d Kingdom of Darknef. 
After ſome ſtay new voyage thou didſt 


take, 
Going cold Lethe and the Stygian 
Lake 
Arrieſf at the low fields of Tartara, 
There where innumerable flocks do ſtray 
Of captive Souls, whom pale-facd 
Death doth feed, 
Forced under hs ſtiff Rod and churliſh 


Reed. , 
Streight at thy ſight how did that ſurly 
ire 


Old Orcus quake, and greedy Dog re- 
tire 

From's uſual watch ! mhilſt thou from 
flaviſh chain 

Whole ſwarms of Souls to freedom doſt 
regaim. 

Then *ginſt thou with thy Immortal 
Dire to praiſe 

Thy Father, and hu flrength to Hea- 
wen to raiſe. 

Aſcending thus with joy as thou doſt 

are 

Through the thin skie, the Legions of 
the Atr 

Accurſed Fiends, do tremble at thy 
fight, 

And Starry troops wax pale at thy pure 

Light. D 4 CHAP. 
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CHAR V. 


That though men by the Goſpel are 
freed from that * hand under the 
Prince of Darkneſs, that yet he 
rives to countermine the K jng- 
dom of Light ; and when men 
will ſo far rejeft and deſpiſe the 
admonitions and afſiſtances that 
God affords them, he may juſtly 
s/o them to be atted and guid- 

ed by evil Spirits. 


6 he”: © this mighty Antagoniſt 
of Heaven be 1n a great mea- 
ſure diſpoſſeſt and caſt out of his 
Uſurped Dominions, by that Illu- 
ſtrious Heros ſitting upon the white 
Horſe ( as the Son of God is repre- 
ſented, Revel, 19.) and his victori- 
ous Armies, yet 1s his proud and 
haughty ſtomach no whit quelled, 
but rather exaſperated with a ſetled 
and confirmed revenge; and _— 
ore 
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fore reaſſembling his diſperſed 
Troops, and reuniting his broken 
and ſhatter*d Forces, he reſolves to 
regain that by policy which he could 
no longer maintain and keep by open 
ſtrength. Wherefore caſting and 
revolving in his mind many deep 
and direful Machinations, he finds 
nothing offering ' greater plauſibili- 


ties of ſucceſs, than to turn thoſe 


Engines that ſo ſorely batter*d his 
ſtrongeſt holds, againſt the poſſeſſors 
of them, and to make the Goſpel 
which was intended for the utter 
ruine and extirpation of his King- 
dom, to be ſubſervient to the erect- 
ing and raiſing him a new Empire 
over mankind. And now the great 
Prince of Darkneſs walks in _— 
querade, and puts on the beautiful 
Robes of an Angel of Light, and ap- 
pears amongſt the Sons of God, and 
raiſes up the depths of the accurſed 
policies of Hell, to make fruitleſs 
and of none effeCt the grand intent 
and purpoſe of our Lord and Savi- 
our in the propagation of the Go- 
ſpel. And this he endeavours by in- 
{tigating and ſtirring up men of bad 
prin- 


41 


A Diſcourſe of the Polity 


principles and worſe lives, to diſſe- 
minate Hereſies, and raiſe Schiſms 
and diviſions among Chriſtians ; la- 
bouring to extinguiſh that mutual 
love and charity which our Lord 
made the badge and character of his 
Diſciples, and by degrees to bring 
on a general depravation and cor- 


Tuption in manners. Theſe 


are 


Wo -. 1.2--1| {ome of the PoHpaTa Te EgTaYe, the 
| ſubtle machinations, the thoughts 
and counſels of the heart of Satan. 
And with what ſucceſsfulneſs he 
hath managed theſe artifices, let the 
Hiſtories of the Chriſtian Church 
in all Ages, even to this very day 
For no ſooner were 
the ſtorms of perſecution a little al- 
lay*d, and the Sun of peace and tran- 
quillity ſhone with gentle beams u 
on the profeſſors of the Goſpel, but 
this Arch-enemy and deceiver was 
buſie in ſowing Tares, which too 
ſoon became fruitful, and grew up 
to a plentiful crop of Iniquity and 
It is a fad face 
of things that Exſebius deſcribes, 
{peaking of the times immediately | 
preceeding Diocleſian the laſt perſe- | 


bear witneſs. 


licentious diſorder. 


cutor ; 
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cutor; When the lives of Chriſtians 
degenerated, through too much liberty, 


| anto ſoftneſs and ſloth, and Chriſtians 


hated and reproached one another, and 
with thoſe weapons of the tongue inva- 


| ded and fought with one another ;, when 
| Biſhops ſet upon Biſhops, and people 
| raiſed ſeditions againſt people, when 
' hypocrifie and ſhews of piety filled all 
: places, then by little and little the © 
| judgments of God, as they are wont, 
' begdanto viſit w:;, and when we uſed no 
| means to appeaſe God, but multiplied 

ſin upon ſin, as if God did not reſpett 


or Conſider our ſins, and ſo there was 


' nothing left among Chriſtians but con- 
: tentions, emulations, hatred, enmity, 
: ambition, tyranny, ---- then, &C. 


And the ſucceeding times were no 
whit better, till at length the Man 
of ſin aroſe, by whom the Infernal 
King wrought an effeCtual deprava- 
tion of the Chriſtian Church, and 
revived the lively Image of Pagan 
Superſtition nd Idolatry. And 


: though Reformed Chriſtendom have 
: caſt off that yoke of Superſtition and 
; Idolatry, yet they labour under In- 
' teſtine Diſſentions, and crumble in- 


to 
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to Schiſms and Fattions, and (which 
isto be lamented, even with tears 
of bloud ) provoke and exaſperate, 
nay and . frequently perſecute one 
another through a bitter and intem- 
perate zeal, for thoſe things which 


-all parties agree are no way eſſential 


to the Salvation of a Chriſtian. 
Here one crying out zealouſly for 
Paul, there another for Apollos, and 
yonder a third for Cephas, and in the 
mean time condemning all others 
that will not follow thetr cry as Re- 
probates, perſons only fit, like un- 
profitable burdens, to be ſent out of 
this World, to try their fortunes in 
the next; as if there were no other 
way to Heaven, but by joyning with | 
this or that particular Sect and Sox | 
ciety of men, Now what are all : 
theſe evils but various devices and ! 
ſtratagems of the Dark Kingdom to 
undermine the Goſpel, and to de- 
feat our Lord ( if it were poſlible ) 
of the ſucceſs of all the pains he took 
in the Redemption of the World? ; 
How proſperouſly does the Cauſe of 
Darkneſs thrive, when men ſhall + 


damn one another for opinions, and | 
bite 
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bite and devour one another for 
trifles? When they ſhall profeſs 
Chriſtianity, and yet live like Hea- 
thens ? 

Now when God looks down from 
Heaven and beholds all thoſe Sacred 
methods and ways of recovering 


: menout of the hands of the Devll - 
; undervalued and deſpiſed ; when he 
ſees men wilfully ſhut their eyes 
: againſt thoſe bright rays of Truth 
} that encircle them, then in a juſt 
{ judgment he ſuffers them to fall un- 


der the power of Satan, and to be 
led away ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
with ſtrong deluſions, to the occecati- 


on and blinding their very Reaſons 
; and Judgments. And this inſenſate 
: condition can never arrive to its full 
: maturity and perfection, without 
; the potent Energy and Activity of 


the Devil. 
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That nothing hinders, but having 


full Poſſeſſion of the Minds of 
Men, theſe Evil Spirits may 
likewiſe enflave their Bodies. 


OR the Poſſeſhon of the Mind 
by ſuch ſtrong falſhogds as 
{hall lead to all Impurity of life and 
actions, may be as real a work of the | 
Devil ( though nat fo viſible ) 2s his | 
inatting their Bodies. And if ix | 
Might as well canduce to the intereſt | 
and adyantage of his Kingdom to 
make ſuch vitble diſcoveries of hjim- 
ſelf, by acting in the Bodies of men  * 
there is no queſtion but ſuch Paſſeſſi- / 
ons would be infinitely more fre- ! 
quent than they are. For the frame 
and temper of the Mind being the 
peculiar object of Divine Provi- / 
dence, it is certain that a man may # 
lapſe ſo far into wickedneſs and vice, | 
as to forfeir this Care, and to _ F 
im- | 


—— 


OVI- : 
may * 
ICE) | 


turn ? 


him- * 
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himſelf out of her Protection, and 
then he comes into the dominion of, 
and becomes a prey to the inviſible 
Harpyes. And though theſe bodily 
vexations and infeſtations by evil 
Demons may ſometimes befal others, 
yet they are more infrequent, and 
permitted by Providence for ends 
and purpoſes not readily diſcove- 
rable by us. But when they are ex- 
erciſed upon deplorably wicked and 
ng perſons, thoſe Damons 
eiſe upon and uſe but what is their 
own. Now that there have been 
ſuch real Poſſeſſions of men by De- 


* vils hath been ſo fully atteſted by. -_ 
* unprejudic'd perſons 1n all Ages,” 
> that he cannot eſcape the ſuſpicion 
| of having imbibed ſome Atheiſtical 


principles that ſhall have the conh- 


* dence todeny them, 


But becauſe there are many ſo 


* ſtaggering, fluctuating and uncer- 


tain in their Religion, that they can 
hardly be perſwaded to believe the 
exiſtence of ſuch Spirits, or the aſſo- 
ciation and confederation of men 
with theſe foul and unclean Demons, 
and that the Scriptures ſpeak of Wi- 
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zards, Witches and Magicians, by 
which we underſtand perſons that 
combine with, and are confederate 
with impure Spirits, I ſhall endea- 
vour to take off this grand Objection 
againſt thoſe Sacred Writings, by 
ſhewing the poſlibility of the thing, 
that there have been in all Ages of 
the World ſuch as have practiſed 
and entred into Familiarity with 
wicked Demons, and that the Scrip- 
tures are not therefore to be derided 
and expoſed by profane Wits when 
they ſpeak of theſe things, as mat- 
ters of Fact and Reality, fince true 
and genuine Philoſophy aſſerts the 
ſame, and the wiſeſt and moſt learn- 
ed perſons among the Heathens be- | 
lieved it, and that the Arguments ! 
and Objections againſt it are weak | 
and frivolous, and betray the igno- 
= and unskilfulneſs of their Au- 
thors. 


| 
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CHAP. VIL 


. Of Witchcraft. 

F; HE Devil is not contented to 
d abuſe mankind at a diſtance, 
h as it were, by all thoſe ways and 
_ arts and illuſions in offering tempta- 
d tions from without, and thereby ſe- 
> ducing them from their obedience P 
t- to God ; but in all Ages thoſe im- 
ue pure __ have made uſe of ca- 
he © pable ſubjects, with whom they 
n- © bhaveentred into a nearer union and 
ze- | ſtricter confederation; being firſt 
nts + initiated into thoſe helliſh myſterics 
-ak © by ſome External ſolemnities, by 
10- which they ſurrender themſelves to 


Au- the will and power of thoſe Aiery 
tyrants, and by ſeeming for a time 
to command, render themſelves 
Vaſſals to the mockery, cruelty, and 

; ynbridled luſts and paſſions of thoſe 
#malicious Goblins tor ever. And 
ſuch perſons are properly called M2- 

' gicians, Wizards and.Witches. 

AP. © E Never- 
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Nevertheleſs it muſt here be ac- 
knowledged, that there have been 
(and doubtleſs are) a kind of Ne- 
cromancers or Magieians, who are 
not like the common ſort, not only 
groſly ſunk and debauched in their 
lives, but alſo knowingly do ho- 
mage to evil Spirits as ſuch, for the 
gratification of their Luſts;) but 
- more refined Ones, who call them- 
ſelves Theurgiſts, ſuch as being in 
ſome meaſure freed from the groſler 
Vices, and thinking to have to do 
only with good Spirits; yet being 
proud and vain-glorious, and affect- 
mg wonders, and to tranſcend the 
generality of mankind, are by a Di- 
vine Nemeſis, juſtly expoſed to the 
illufions of the Devil or evil Spirits, 
cunningly inſinuating here, and apt- 
ly accommodating themſelves to 


them. Now ſuch as theſe may have - 


the aſſiſtance of wicked Spirits 
Loon they know them not to be 
0) in the performance of many 
ſtrange and wonderful things, with- 
out any ſuch ſolemn compacts as 
thoſe fouler and groſſer Sorcerers 
enter into. And though oy apd 
ome 


\ 
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ſome others did diſtinguiſh theſe 
two ſorts, fo as to condemn indeed 
the grofler, which they called Aa- 
gickor Goety, but allowed the other 
which they termed Theurgze, as lau- 
dable and honourable, and as an 
art by which they received Angels, 
and had communication with the 
Gods : Yet S. Auſtinaſſures us they 
are both damnable, and bound to 
the obſervation of falſe and filthy 
Devils inſtead of Angels : which he 
further proves by relating a memo- 
rable ſtory out of Porphyry, of a cer- 
tain Chaldean who ( good man ) com- 
plained that all his endeavour to 
purge his Soul by theſe 7hexrgick con- 
ſecrations was fruſtrate, by reaſon a 
great Artiſt envying him this happi- 
neſs, adjured the powers he was to 
deal with by holy Invocations, and 


' bound them from granting him any 


of his requeſts. Of this ſort were 
probably Zoroaſter, Apollonizs Tya- 
new, Apuleics, and ſome others of 
later times. 

For a more diſtinct and orderly 
procedure in this Chapter, I ſhall 
conſider theſe three things. 

E'2 I, Firſt, 


G1 


C.Dl.to, 
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1. Firſt, the account which the 
Scriptures give of Magick or Witch- 
craft. Inthe Law of Moſes a ſevere 
uniſhment no leſs than Death it ſelf 
1s ordained for Necromancers, Wi- 
Zzards and Witches, and ſuch as have 
commerce with familiar Spirits, 
_Levit. 20. 27. And the people of 
Iſrael are expreſly forbid'to conſult 
— with any ſuch, Lewvir. 19; 31. Det. 
— 18. 10, 11. 
Now it ſeems very dilute and infi- 
id to direct the intention of theſe 
aws only againſt Juglers, Miracle- 
l | mongers or |[mpoſtors, as if it were 
| impoſlible in the nature of the thing 
that there ſhould be any confedera- 
tion of men with evil Spirits, 
| and that all thoſe ſtrange effects per- 
| formed by Necromantick Arts, and 
| truly ſuppoſed to be brought to paſs 
| by the aſſiſtance of thoſe dTereayss 
i Seiueyes, malicious and deceitful 
iff Demons, with whom the Magicians 
| are confederate, are only Preſtigi- 
ous deluſions and tricks, as it were, 
of Leger du maine. 
For firſt, the reaſon of the Law it 
ſelf ſhews it to be of a higher and 
greater 
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greater importance, Dext. 18. 12, —— 
For all that do theſe things are an abo- 
mination tothe Lord : and becauſe of 
theſe abominations the Lord thy God 
doth drive them out from before thee, 
And ſurely nothing can be a greater 
and niore hainous wickedneſs, than 
for a man to forſake the guidance of 
an Almighty Providence, and have 
recourſe upon all occaſions to thoſe 
wandring Goblins, who intend no- 
thing leſs than the deſtruction of all 
thoſe that have to do with them. 

And that which ' adds a further 
confirmation of the greatneſs and 
Majeſty of this Law is, what the 
Fews themſelves ſaw before their de- 
parture out of Egypr, that is, the 
oppoſition made <gainlt doſes by the 
Magicians of Pharaoh whoſe mi- 
racles were not Juggles and Impo=- 
ſtures done by ileighc of hand, but . 
real\things produced and effected ALE 
by the aſlittance of evil Spirits, For 
had they been otherwiſe, they might 
ſtill have gone on, and nor cried - D 4/6 
out, Th i the finger of God, when a Ea 
power tranſcending theirs reſtrained [OY 
and overruled them. And indeed 
E 3 who- 
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whoever conſiders aright the frame 
of the Polity and Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs, how far thoſe evil Demons have 
degenerated from all Goodneſs and 
Righteouſneſs, and how ſtudious 
they are to promote and diſſeminate 
a Spirit md Nature of Wretched- 
neſs and Vice, and withal how dead- 
ly and implacable foes of mankind, 
and how ready at all turns to wait 
upon either the fond curioſity or 
more deliberate and deſigned pur- 
poſes of thoſe that will be tampering 
with them,, will not eaſily allow the 
concernment of theſe Laws to be ſo 
low and trifling as to look only at 
Juglers, Cheats and Impoſtors. But 
there having been ſuch among the 
Pagans who ſurrounded the Fews, 
as really practiſed Sorcery, and en- 
tred into familiarity with wicked 
Spirits, it is certain that ſuch are 
here likewiſe meant by doſes. And 
therefore 

In the ſecond place, the words 
themſelves do properly bear that 
ſence : For Mecaſeph denotes alike 
Magicians and Inchanters, and both 
thele are called in Scripture elabe- 


ſim, 
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fim, which word is from Lahas ſu- 
ſarravit, becauſe thoſe perſons did 
by whiſpering or muttering converſe 
with or deſire the aſliſtance of De- 
mons. 

The other word Ob will beſt be 
explained by nV/8or@- rye ua, the Spi- 
rat of Python, or by the #yſaveiuvber, 
belly-ſpeakers, i. e. thoſe out of 
whole bellies ( as the Oracles out of 
Caves ) the Devil ſpake. Oftheſe 
Photius gives an account in his 
Epiſtles : To iupuatey Ty aviporiyn 
yerpi Toynpey, 2% dZroy Þ xowpod roy oi- 
xfip, axe) ag]oy mTveoua, Aiay tuptpas 
Apogwroudrecry "Eyſaespiuuloy, The 
wicked and unclean Spirit, that 1nha- 
bits a mans belly as a Serpent hu hole 
in the Earth, and being unclean ts fit 
to dwell in that place which is the re- 
ceptacle of Ordure, they appoſitely call 
Engaſtrimuthus. And of this kind 
of Devil ( faith he ) which loves to 
dwell in the Ordure both of men and 
Women, AuiTA&vey TeTo x; * £0 X&4T15 
anoAtias Tois Tpode ev GUT avaTeTH- 
ouivors wpbteroy 1.0. It 15 agreat de- 
ceiver of people, and Author of dex 
ſtruftion to all that give ear 10 it. 
E 4. Theſe 
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See Dofloy Theſe the Hebrew calls 21208 


from 3X» the belly; and the reaſon 


mondwpon js rendred by Galen, becauſe they 


ſpeak withont opening their mouth, 
and ſo ſeem to ſpeak out of the 
— Tn 

2. The ſecond particular to be 
inſiſted upon is this, That nothing 
hinders in the reaſon of the thing ut 
ſelf, but that there may be real confe- 
derations and contratts- betwixt wicked 
and wretched Perſons and evil Spirits. 
To this purpoſe we muſt know thar 
the Devil hath all along endeavour- 
ed to Ape and Imitate the aCtions of 
God Almighty, and to deprave the 
Inſtitutions he appointed in his 
_ to perverſe and wicked 
ends. I hus becauſe Sacrifices were 
offered to the True God, the Arch- 
Fiend commands likewiſe the ſame 
to be done to him: And as God 
ſometimes by fire from Heaven de- 
clared his acceptation of the Sacrifi- 
ces performed to him ; ſo this like- 
wiſe hath been counterfeited by the 
Devil, as in the Sacrifice offered up 
to Jupiter by the Rhodians; And at 
Hieroceſarea, and Hypepe ( ſaith 
Pauſas 
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Panſanias ) wood laid uPOn the Al- Cited by 
tar, is commonly ſet on fire, with- Mounta- 
out putting hre to it, only at the gue Diarr, | 
mumbling of ſome few words by a 484inſt | 
Prieſt. Moreover Solinus reports S*14<n- | 
the ſame of the Yulcanian Hill in S:i- 
cily, where when the Sacrifice is (oO th | 
prepared, ab ipſo Numine fit accendi- Fra | 
| 


\ 
het 

4m, the green wood fires of it ſelf, Sf —_— 
and the Deity by conſuming the Sa-/A#-c : jr. 
crifice by fire gives a teſtimony of his/#* 
acceptance of the Oblation. And 
upon ſome Mountain in Africa ( if I 
miſremember not) the Cacodemon 
offers himſelf to thoſe who for cer- 
tain days have duly prepared them- 
ſelves, ſplendida circumfuſum nube, Lore | 
environ*'d with a bright cloud, an £30 
imitation doubtleſs of the Divine 717,422 - 
Preſence manifeſted by a cloud upon 
the Tabernacle of the Fews, or that 
which overſhadowed the Diſciples at 
the I ransfiguration of our Saviour. 

Now as the Sacrifices offered up 
to the true God of 1/rael were Fede- 
ral Rites, and thoſe that did par- 
take of them did .hereby enter into a 
Covenant with God to become his 4 
ſervants, and obey his Laws ; ſo the 
Aiery, 
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Aiery Principality hath Mimicall 
obſerved the ſame thing, and thoſe 
that offered Sacrifices to Demons 
were ſuppoſed by partaking of thoſe 
Sacrifices to enter into a ſtricter 
league and familiarity with thoſe 
evil Spirits. And as all Covenants 
between God and Men have been 
performed by certain ſenſible Rites 
and Ceremonies ( the nature of man 
in theſe Earthly Bodies requiring 
that it ſhould beſo) in like manner 
have all the mutual compacts and ſti- 
pulations between wicked men and 
Devils been tranſacted by ſome ſen- 
ſible ways and ſigns or other. If 
therefore in all confederations be- 
tween men and ſuperior and inviſible 
Powers there have been ſome Exter- 
nal and viſible Ceremonies, where- 
by theſe Confociations have been 
ratified and confirmed, why ſhould 
we ſtartle ſo much at the intimacy 
and familiarity of an impure and 
foul Spirit with aWizard or Witch ? 
Nay though there ſhould intervene 
to complete the Helliſh Contract 
ſome ſuch External Rite as the draw- 
ing of bloud from thoſe wretched 
| perſons 
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* and ſhaking hands in his Bowels 
* whom they would Sacrifice. And 
- that the Gnoſticks and Nicolaitans 
; made uſe of the like Ceremonies is 
; recorded by Euſebins, Epiphanins, 
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3 thens to objedt Thyeſtear Banquets 


raphryges S. Auſtin in his Catalogue 
| ot H 


; to have very abominable Sacra- 


and Kingdom of Darkneſs. 59 


| 
rſons by the wicked Demon ? For . 

Ho drinking of bloud hath ſome- Sales er 
times been made uſe of by Conſpira- (% m_ 
tors and other wicked perſons as the 9 rt 
ſtrongeſt Sacrament and Tye of a FLV fogr 
mutual Confederacy that could be c- 'P 
imagined : Thus Plutarch in the life 

of Y alerins Publicola relates, that the 
Confpirators againſt Brutzs and his 

fellow Conſul bound themſelves one 

to another by a great and horrible 

Oath, drinking the Bloud of a man, 


and others; whoſe impious Tranſ- 
actions gave occaſion to the Hea- 


againſt the Chriſtians. Of the Ca- 
ereſies tells, that they are ſaid 


ments; for they celebrated their 
Euchariſt with the Bloud of an In- 
fant ofa year old, which they forced 
out of his body by pricking and ma- 
king ſmall wounds, mixing it m- 

our, 


r p17 


A Diſcourſe of the Polity 


flour, and ſo making bread of it. And 


what reaſon have we to think that 
there may not: ſome ſuch damnable 
ſolemnity be uſed in the compadts 


between Magicians and theſe filthy 


Damons ? The reſult of all then is 
this ; If there have been Confedera- 
tions and Compacts between men 
and Devils tranſacted and perform- 
ed by ſenſible ſigns, then there may 
{till be an Agreement or Confedera- 
cy between an evil Spirit and a 
Witch. . 

3. Thirdly, we are to take no- 


tice, That there are divers Deprees of 


theſe lapſed Spirits, and that they ſute 
themſelves according to the tempers 
and conſtitutions of” the perſons they 
deal withal. This L have in part al- 
ready{diſcovered, but ſhall now pro- 
ſecure it a little further : wherefore 
though the whole Army of theſe 
wicked Spirits that rebelled againſt 
God ( how numerous ſoever ) be caſt 
down from the Ethereal Regions, and 
confin*d within the, Atmoſphere of 
the Earth, partly by a DivineDecree, 
and partly urged by the Fatal neceſſi- 
ty of their degenerate natures, . yet 


: their 


p 
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| their propenſions and inclinations 
' are not all alike, but are as various ' 


and different as thoſe of mankind. | 
Pſellus from Marcus the Eremite ( a Tep! eve. 
Skilful Demoniſt ) relates ſix kinds of Sayi- 
Demons ; the firſt Fiery, called Lelu- voy. T 
rion, 1.e. Notturnal Fire, and theſe 
wander in the top of the Aiery Regi- 

on, yet far beneath the Moon: The g ,,,g. 
ſecond are Ajery, whoſe Manſions | 

are theſe lower Regions nearer to 

vs: The third are Terreſtrial, W pjs- 
dwelling upon the Earth, and peril- 

lous foes to mankind : The Garth fv 

are Aquatick or watry, keeping their 

haunts about Rivers, Lakes and 
Springs, drowning men often, rat- _ 

ſing ſtorms at Sea and ſinking Ships : 

The fifth ſort are Subterranean, li- V 

ving in Caverns and Hollows of the 

Farth, often hurting and killing 
Well-diggers and Miners for Mc- 

tals, cauſing Earthquakes and Erup- 


| tions of Flames and Peſtilent Winds : 


The laſt and worſt ſort are thoſe vt * 
light-hating Ghoſts or night-walk- 
ers, the dark and moſt inſcrutable 
kind, and ſtriking all things they 


meet with cold Paſſions. And all 


theſe 
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theſe Demons ( ſaith he) hate both 
Gods and Men, but ſome worſe than 
others. 

But whether there be juſt ſo many 
kinds is notat all material, certain 
it is, that among that degenerate 
crue their Humours and Paſlions are 
various and different, and ſo are fit- 
ted for the undertaking different 
Employments, according as the 
great Divan or ſuperior Council of 
'* Darkneſs ſhall order and allot them. 
And theſe Demons take care to ſute 
themſelves to the tempers of thoſe 
they have familiarity withal ; and 
the Devils with whom Apollonizes 
converſed might be far different 
from thoſe fouler and groſſer Fiends 
that attend a wicked Sorcereſs, dai- 


ly ſucking her bloud, and neſtling * 


in her loathſome rags. . 

To carry on this a little higher ; 
A deep Contemplator that conſiders 
the frame of the World, and the ſe- 
veral Beings contained therein, to- 
gether with their mutual relations, 
affections and dependences upon one 
another, ſhall find that there 1s a cer- 
tain Sympathy running through the 
Univerſe, 


| 
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Univerſe, whereby Superior things 
act upon Inferior ; . and this is conti- 
nued through the whole material 


Creation by that Plaſtick nature thar &g * 


pervades the whole, and being life 
and aCtivity, and conſequently in- 
corporeal, acts fatally and Magical- 
ly, that is, without any expreſs con- 
clouſneſs of what it does. From 
hence ariſes a kind of union that 
combines and makes a continuation 
between all things in Nature, which 
the Platoniſts ſignified, when they 
{aid the whole World was yiyas yi- 
ns, the great Magician or Inchanter, 
and this they called Natural Magick, 
that 1s, the Concords and Diſcords, 
or Sympathies and Antipathies of 


Nature, as may be ſeen 1n ſeveral, 


inſtances. Now as in Nature there 


| Is ſuch a Conſpiration, ſo likewiſe 


in Moral Agents, whereby things 
are Carried by a certain Aſſimilation, 
according to the temper and diſpoſi- 
tion of the mind : Thus wicked men 
do by a kind of. harmony or agree- 
ableneſs of Nature invite and draw 
wicked Spirits to their Aſſociation ; 


; and this Magnetiſm is raiſed and In- 


vigorated 
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theſe Demons ( ſaith he) hate both 
Gods and Men, but ſome worſe than 
others. 

But whether there be juſt ſo many 
kinds is notat all material, certain 
it is, that among that degenerate 
crue their Humours and Paſlions are 
various and different, and ſo are fit- 
ted for the undertaking different 
Employments, according as the 
great Divan or ſuperior Council ot 
"Darkneſs ſhall order and allot them. 
And theſe Demons take care to ſute 
themſelves to the tempers of thoſe 
they have familiarity withal ; and 
the Devils with whom Apollonizes 
converſed might be far different 
from thoſe fouler and groſſer Fiends 
that attend a wicked Sorcereſs, dai- 
ly ſucking her bloud, and neſtling 
in her loathſome rags. 

To carry on this a little higher ; 
A deep Contemplator that conſiders 
the frame of the World, and the ſe- 
veral Beings contained therein, to- 
gether with their mutual relations, 
affeftions and dependences upon one 
another, ſhall find that there 1s a cer- 
tain Sympathy running through the 
Univerſe, 
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Univerſe, whereby Superior things 


act upon Inferior ; z . and this 1s conti- 
nued through the whole material 


Creation by , ub Flallick natuy nature that | &g - 


pervades the whole, an le, and being life 
and activity, and conſequently in- 
corporcal, acts fatally and Magical- 
Iys that is, without any expreſs con- 

:1ouſneſs of what it does. From 
hence ariſes a kind of union that 
combines and makes a continuation 
between all things in Nature, which 
the Platoniſts ſignified, when they 
{aid the whole World was yiyas yi- 
ns, the great Magician or Inchanter, 
and this they called Natural Magick, 
that 1s, the Concords and Diſcords, 
or Sympathies and Antipathies of 
Nature, as may be ſeen 1n ſeveral, 
inſtances. Now as in Naturethere 
is ſuch a Conſpiration, ſo likewiſe 
in Moral Agents, whereby things 
are carried by a certain Aſſimilation, 
according to the _ r and diſpoſt- 
tion of the mind : Thus wicked men 
do by a kind of hnn—_—_ or agree- 
ableneſs of Nature invite and draw 
wicked Spirits to their Aſſociation ; 
and this Magnetiſm is raiſed and In- 
vigorated 


64 A Diſcourſe of the Polity 


vigorated by a deep grounded exor- 
birancy of the Paſhons and Aﬀecti- 
ons; {ſo that a perſon deeply im- 
| merſed in Envy and Malice, and 
| edged with a ſharp deſire of Revenge, 
| +115” doesasTnaturally call and fſolicite an 
| Jace Freeyil Demon, as the cries and ſhricks 
| k4-+y of dying Beaſts will gather the reſt 
| frilri fas of the ſame Species to their aſſh- 
fg3-< (+. ſtance. 

[-2- Nor is there any greater difficulty 
in concelving that an impure Spirit 
may thus be tolicited into a confede- 
racy with a Witch ( being otherwiſe 
ſaſlciently prompted to ſuch villany 

| by their own wicked natures) than 

that an evil Demon ſhould be called 

down by certain Charms and Previ- 

| ous Conſecrations to inhabit an 
| Image. For this latter S. Auſtin 
| C.D.18, cites a paſſage out of Hermes Triſme- 

C24, giſt, Wherefore our Fathers erring 

exceedingly in Incredulity concerning 
the Deities, and never penetrating in- 
to the depth of Divine Religion, they 
invented an Art to make Gels, where- 
unto they joyned a Virtue out of ſome | 
part of the Worlds Nature, like to the 
other : and conjoyning theſe twoy be- | 


| | cauſe 
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Cauſe they could make no Souls, they 

framed certain Images, whereinto they 

called either Angels or Devils, and ſo 

by theſe myſteries gave theſe Idols 
er to hurt or help them. 

Having thus far ſhewed that there 
have been in all Ages ſuch perſons as 
we call Witches or Magicians, not 
only from the account which the 
Holy Scriptures give of them, but 
from the Nature and Reaſon of the 
thing it ſelf, and by rational evidence 
made good the poſlibility of a Confe- 
deration between Men and wicked 
Demons; there remains no more 
now but to anſwer thoſe Objections, 
and refute the Arguments, in which 
ſome ſo mightily triumph, that they 
think nothing is more plain than that 

itchcraft is a mere Fiftion and 
Impoſture, and a ridiculous piece of 
non-ſence, which it is greatly to be 
feared is thus far improved to caſt a 
contempt upon the Sacred Scriptures, 
and to explode the Beingpf Spirits 
as Creatures rather exiſting in mens 
Brains and Imaginations, than any 
where elſe in the Univerſe, and by 
degrees to make Religion a mcer 
cheat and deluſion. F OÞB- 
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OBJEC TION I. 


That theſe Witches are ſuppoſed to be 
preſent at their Nofturnal Convens 
' ticles and Diabolical meetings, 
when their Bodies are at home; 


which 1s impoſſible. 


nd ObjeCtion proceeds 
either from ignorance, 
or miſunderſtanding the nature and 
powers of the Soul, whoſe union 
with the Body is not by Copitation 
and Will ( for then there might be an 
actual ſeparation whenever men 
pleaſed) but fixed in ſome lower 
Power, which chains and links the 
Soul to the Body, even againſt her 
will in acute and fharp Diſeaſes : 
And this union is upon certain terms 
and conditions, which ſo long as 
they continue unbroken and invio- 
late, the Soul is confined to her 
Earthly Manſion and habitation ; 
but when theſe laws and conditions 
ſhall be infringed either by external 
violence or the prevalency of a Diſ- 
eaſe, or fome other enormons and 
| extreme 
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extreme diforder and perturbation 
in the Body, then ſhe ditlodges, not 
by explicit Will and Counſel, but 
by Neceflity and Conftraint, becauſe 
the Body is no longer tenantable or 
capable of her reception ; and then 
enſues that which we properly call 
Death, which ( as.that acute Philo- 
ſopher Des-Cartes rightly concludes) 
never happens through any defect or 
fanlt of the Soul, but only becauſe 
fome of the — yu of the 
Body are depraved and corrupted : 
And the difference ( he ſays ) be- 
tween the Body of a living Man, . and 
that of a dead one, is much what 
the ſame as between a Watch or an 
other Automaton ( that is, any kin 
of Machine that moves of it ſelf) 
wound up, having of it ſelf the cor- 
poreal principle of thoſe Motions 
of which it was inttituted, with all 
things requiſite for its ation; and 
the ſame Watch or other Engine 
when it is broken, and the prinaple 
of its Motion ceaſes to adt. 

From hence it will appear, that 
there is no impoſſibility in the thing, 
nor any ſuch Ro mo: 
2 in 
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in conceiving how the Soul may 
aCtvally ſeparate from the Body for 
ſome time without enſuing Death. 
For the further clearing of which 
there are theſe two things required z 
1. To ſhew how the neceſſary Fun-+ 
Ctionsof life may be conſerved and 
kept up while the Sonl is ſeparate 
from the Body. 2. To conſider 
what thoſe things are which may 
cauſe a Temporaneous diſunion and 
COTE of the Soul from the Bo- 
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Firſt then it will not ſeem at all 
ſtrange that the principal Functions 
of life ſhould be performed for ſome 
time without the preſence of the 
Soul to them who will admit of the 
principles of the Carteſian Philoſo- 
phy, which ſuppoſes that the Soul 
contributes nothing to any of thoſe 
Motions in the Body, which depend | 
not upon actual Will and Cogitati- 
on. And if withal we ſuppoſe 
Brutes to be but Machines or Auto- | 
mata, It will be very clear thatall ” 
thoſe Motions which. we call Vital ' 
in the Body may be performed with- *' 
out the actual prefeace of the Soul. 
But |} 
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' But ifthis ſeem harſh and irratio- 
Ra] to them, who imagine bare Me- 
chaniſm to be an incompetent cauſe 
for the production of ſuch effects ; 
and that the Sy/tole and Diaftole of 
the Heart which later Anatomiſts 
have found to be a Muſcular Conſtri- 
tion and Relaxation, and the Cir- 
culation of the Bloud through all 
parts of the Body, muſt proceed, 
not from a Mechanical but Viral 
principle : They may be pleaſed to 
conſider that in Nature there is a 
certain Ys Plaſtica ( or rather Na 
rure it ſelf is it) a Plaſtick, Power, 
or Inconſcious, Incorporeal life, 
which paſſing through the Univerſe, 
governs all the Motions of Matter 
every where, according to ſuch laws 
fatally impreſt upon ir, and recon- 
ciles the enmities and contraxyeties 
of particular things, bringing Them 
into one general Harmony in the 
whole, and ſtrikes the firſt and Ru- 
dimental lineaments in the formati- 
6n of the Bodies of Animals; and 
hſtly, may by particular Souls or 
$pirirs be ſo far rapt and drayn in- 
fo'cenſent, as to work ſtrange ef- 
k: = 00 ; FIN ects, 
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fefts, not only upon their own, but 
ſeparate and” diſtant Bodies :- 
Now by this Hylarchical principle 
or Plaſtick nature, ſo many of the 
vital' motions of the Body may be 
Rage in play as ſhall render it as fit 
and convenient for the Inhabitation 
of the Soul at its return, as-it was 
when ſhe diſlodged and ſeparated 
from it, | 
In anſwer to the ſecond particular 
it may be ſaid, that it is poſlible the 
Soul may be rapt from this Ter- 
reſtrial Body, and carried tb re- 
mote and diſtant places, from 
whence ſhe may make a Poſtliminiar, 
return, by either oftheſe two ways : 
1. From a vehement affeCtion or 
deep imagination piercing into the 
very loweſt of her Powers. 2. By 
the afhſtance and aCtivity of a more 
potefft Spirit. 
. Whilea Houſe is ſtanding whole 
and entire, the occupier of it ma 
© out and in and ſtill keep the poſ- 
eſſion ; but when it is either thrown 
down and broken by an external yio- 
lence, or falls to pieces through the 
rottenneſs and conſumption of its 
: parts, 
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gorth he muſt lye in the; ſtreets, if 
he cannot. get another dwelling : 
Such is the condition of the Soul in 
reſpect of the Body, whoſe princi- 
pal parts in which conſiſt the ſafety 
of the whole being corrupted, ſhe 
haſtes away, never to return til] it 
be rebuilt; But while they remain 
firm and ſafe, ſhe may be carried out 
by ſtrong and powerful affections, 
and re-enter and dwell there as be- 
fore, Nor is any Deſire or Velleity 
whereby many will ſay they would 
fain go out. of their Bodies to ſome 
diſtant place, though without any 
more potent affection than to try the 
experiment, enough to cauſe a ſepa- 
ration, but it muſt be ſo ſtrong and 
vehement, and ſo far imprint it ſelf 
upon the imagination, as to reach 
that Plaſtick Faculty by which the 
Soul is connected to the Body, and 
theſe cords being looſened and un-+ 
tied, ſhe may without any difhculty 
paſs into the open Air. | 
And he that conſiders the ſtrange 
and wonderful effects of Imagination 
even upon theſe our Earthly Tene- 
ments, will have no reaſon to doubt 
V:: & EN but 
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but the fame Power may extend to 
a Temporary disjunction of the Soul 
from the Body. Common experi- 
ence ſhows how the Pica or longing 
of a pregnant Woman will by a keen 
Fancy ſtamp and impreſs the chara- 
Cer of the thing ſo I—__y de- 
ſired upon the Child in her womb. 
I will not take upon me to maintain 
the truth of all thoſe ſtrange effetts 
attributed fo the ſtrength of Imagi- 
nation by Fienws, Cornelius Agrippa 
and others; though I muſt confeſs 
ſo much is ſaid by them as to matter 
of Fact, as may fatisfie a free and un- 
prejudicated mind, that the power 
of Imagination even upon theſe groſs 
and unwieldy Bodies 1s much greater 
and more notable than is by many 
ſuppoſed. 

But if any one ſhall ſo far diſtruſt 
the truth of ſuch ſtories as to rank 
them amongLegendaryFables,lethim 
conſider what other could be Facobs 
intent in that device of his in placing 

illed and ſtraked Rods before the 
ocks at the watring-places, but on- 
ly to heighten and invigorate the 
Imaginative Faculty of the Ews at 
the time of Conception. Now 
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Now that this hath aCtually hap- 
ned, namely that the Soul hath been 
carried from the Body, and after 
ſometime returned again, the rela- 
tions of diſintereſted perſons would 
induce us to believe. And it is very 
probable that upon a due ſearch into 
the Cauſes and Natures of things, it 
may not ſeem incredible what Car- 


_ danrelates of himſelf, that he could 
when he pleaſed fall imo this dpayps- 


cia, Disjunction or Abreption of his 
Soul from his Body. A thing which 
is credibly reported of the Lappians, 
who lying as it were in a Trance for 
ſome hours, will give a perfect ac- 
count of affairs at three hundred 
miles diſtance, and by ſome evident 
token give aſſurance of their being in 
ſuch places. 'To which if we ſhould 
add the ſtory of Pherens Pamphylius 
recorded by Plato; of Hermotimus 
Clazomenins by Pliny, and of Solews 
by Plutarch, it will at leaſt aſſure vs, 
that grave and wiſe Perſons, did 
not think ſuch an aparpss:e as is here 
contended for to be altogether a 


| thing ſ@ monſtrous and incredible. 
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& . . The other way whereby a Soul 


my be withdrawn from the Body 
and brought back again, is by the 
efficiency and activity of a more 

werful Spirit. And hitherto ſome 
earned men refer that of Ezek. 37. 1, 
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and 
carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord, 
and ſet me down in the midſt of the 
valle And though S. Paul de- 
liver it doubtfully, as not knowing 


- Z- whether he was in the body, or out of 


' Witches did never bodily aſſi 


the body when he was rapt into the 
third Heaven, yet ſo much at leaſt 
may be gathered from the Apoſtles 
words, that in his judgment ſuch an 
4paipsria or Disjunction of the Soul 
from the Body without enſuin 
Death was poſlible. To this hea 
may likewiſe be referred the dete- 
ſtable and ncfarious Conventions of 
Witches with wicked Spirits, thoſe 
officians Demons looſening the Con» 
tinuity or Yinculum between Soul 
and Body, by which means they paſs 
freely and ſecurely to the general 
Rendezvous, But here I wonld not 
ſo be underſtood as if 1 thought that 
at the 
perfor- 


rformance of their Helliſh Rites, 
ut only that ſometimes they may 


be preſent at- them, when their Bo- 


dies are at home; perhaps among 
other reaſons, that they may act 
with more ſafety and ſecurity, . and 
the better preſerve their necks from 
the halter. And though theſe diſco- 
veries are ina great meaſure owing 
to the confeſſions of Witches, yet 
when theſe confeſſions are voluntary 
and unconſtrained by any Racks or 
Torments, and proceed from per- 
ſons of perfeCt health of Body, and 
no way diſturbed in their Rational. 
Faculties, it istoo open and pitiful 
a ſham to aſcribe them to the effects 
of Dotage and Melancholy ; ſince 


| upon the ſame grounds it may be af- 


firmed, that the ſobereſt actions of 
our lives are but dreams; and all 
Hiſtories paſt, and preſent relations 


_ of matters of Fact ( eſpecially if they 


refer never ſo little to the Being of 
Spirits ) may be concluded by an. 
Atherſtical Foppe to be no other than 
melancholick deluſions. 
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OBJECTION 11. 


That theſe Airy Spirits are too remote, 
and of a Nature too ſublime to have 
any Communication with Mortals. 


T7 this it is replied, 1, That 
thoſe who are at the furtheſt 
diſtance from us never exceed or go 
beyond the Regions of the Air, be- 
ing ferter?d and chained within the 
Atmoſphere of the Earth by that 
Divine Nemeſis that caſts them thi- 
ther ; and here the grand Prince of 
Darkneſs hath ſeated his Throne, 
and from hence caſting his envious 
eycs upon Earth, like 'a Vultur, de- 
ſcends whereever' he ſpies his prey. 
Nor will the ſublimity of their Na- 
ture be a ſufficient ſecurity to frail 
Mortals from their revenge and ma- 
lice, fince Inſt and ambitton balk no 
employments, but will undettake 
the moſt ſordid offices to compaſs 
their deſired Ends. And that ſtate- 
ly Apoſtate who once diſdained not 
to inſinuate and couch himſelf in the 
winding Spires of a hateful —_—_ 
| | tnc 
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the better to allure and deceive the 
innocent credulity of Eve, we have 
no reaſon to think that to gratifie 
his revenge and luſt, he will abhor 
the ſociety of a Witch. 

2. It is affirmed that there have 
been perſons bodily acted and poſ- 
ſeſſed by evil Spirits : which is not 
only atteſted by the many relations 
of the JSemoritousrr, Demoniacks, 
that is, men poſleſied with Devils, 
or infeſted by them, recorded in the 
holy Scriptures in our Saviours time, 
but confirmed by later Writers of 
unexceptionable credit and veracity, 
that it were a perfect piece of impu- 
dence to go about to deny and out- * 
face them. AndI do not doubt but 
a curious Obſervator may find ſome 
freſh inſtances even in our own 
Times; But this hankering after the 
bare Mechanical cauſes of things, and 
not acknowledging any higher prin- 
ciple than Matter and Motion in the 
Univerſe, the very dregs of 
Atheiſm, hath caſt ſo mnch duſt in- 
to ſome mens eyes, that thoſe effets 
which really proceed from the Acti- 
vity and Energy of Incorporeal Be- 

ings, 
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ings, are by them aſcribed to Fren- 
zy and madneſs, or ſome other Bo- 
duly diſeaſe. Though it be trne 
which is aſlerted by a very learned | 
Author of our own, that the Fews in ' 
our Saviour?s tine, as they did not 
{nppoſe all Mad-men to be Demont- 
acks. ſo neither all Demoniacks Mad- 
men, we reading of Devils caſt out 
from others beſides Mad-men ; and 
of a Woman which had a Spirit of 
infirmity only, and was bowed toge- 
ther, and could not lift up her ſelf, 
which is ſaid by our Saviour Chriſt 
to have been bound by Satan. 

To which purpoſe this learned 
perſon gives a notable inſtance of a 
Demomcal poſſeſſion out of Fernel:- 
«5, a very experienced Phyfician, 
who was an eye-witneſs thereof : A 
young man of a Noble Family, who 
was i{trangely convulſed in his Body, 
having ſometimes one member, and 
fometimes another, violently agita- 
ted, infomuch that four ſeveral per- 
fons were ſcarcely able to hold him ; 
and this at firſt without any diſtem- 
per in his head, or crazedneſs in his 
brain. To whom Eernelims, with 
other 
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other skilful Phyſicians being called, 


apylied all manner of remedies ; 
Bliſters, Purgations, Cupping-glaſ- 


| . ſes, Fomentations, Unctions, Plai- 


ſters and ſtrengthning Medicines z 
but all in vain. The reaſon where 


#4, 
from the knowledge of the Truth. 


plainly diſcovered to us, that it was 
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of is thus given by the ſame Ferneli-nalW; p 
uoniam omnes longe aber amuns, avs 


'&c. 1.e. Becauſe we were all far” /P 7 
. - vid f ( 
For in the third Month it was firſt, : bs 
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a Certain Demon, who was the Au- 504,7c<5 


thor of all this miſchief. He manifeſt- Mot (bs "P 


L A Nur, 
2. c.45,n' 


ing himſelf by his ſpeech, and by 


unuſual words both in Greek and La-.y 
tin ( though the Patient were alto-S ; 


ether jgnorant of the Greek. 

ongue ) and by his revealing many 
of the ſecrets of thoſe who ſtood by, 
eſpecially of the Phyſicians, whom 
allo he derided f# rormenting the 
Patient in. that mannes with their 
fruſtraneous Remedies. 

By which it 1s apparent, that nei- 
ther the fancied remoteneſs and di- 
ftance, nor yet the ſublimity of their 
natures 1s any bar to theſe wicked 
Spirits from having ——— 
. V1 


fr 


f 


'y 


| 


[ 


| 

| 

i"! | 
W | 


_ "OI Se FE In er oe I 


$& 


| 427 mare 
| 7 $4cy 4" 


| ov th 
Fro. fo 


| Job pyſocn* - 
Fl por 


4 & 


A Diſcourſe of the Polity 


with us Mortals, and that this Ob- 
jection 1s vainly urged againſt the 
Being of Wirtches.. | 

3. But togive it all the ſtrength 


that may be, it is further anſwered, 


that it is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe the 
Grandees of the Airy Principality to 
trade with Witches, but that the 


tSouls of extremely wicked perſons 


after their releaſe from the Body 
may do thoſe feats. For whether 
' we ſuppoſe that ſuch as in this life 
have incorporated themſelves into 


athe Dark Society by all manner of 
villanous and flagitious aCtions, are, | 


when looſened by Death from their 
Terreſtrial Bodies, the Vaſlals and 
Slaves of thoſe crafty Demons, whoſe 
curſed inſpirations and counſels they 
ſo eagerly followed, and ſo by them 


are employed in theſe abominable | 


offices; Or whewher the proclivity 
of their own, Natures to all enormous 
wickedneſs, may not induce them 


to attempt Familiarity and Society | 


with Sorcerers and Witches, eſpe- 
cially ſince thoſe radicated and con- 


firmed habits of Vice contracted in | 
this life are rather heightned and in- | 


creaſed 
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creaſed than any way diminiſhed or 
abated by the releaſement from the 
fleſh, and conſequently it may be 
accounted by them afpleaſant ſport 
and paſtime to tempt and inveigle 7,” 
ſuch deſolate and forlorn Morrtals : f 
Either of theſe ways are ſufficient to 
beget a probability, that thoſe Fa- 
miliars of Witches to whom they 
have linked themſelves, may be no 
other than humane Souls deeply ſunk 
and drowned in wickedneſs. | 
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OBJECTION 111. + 


That it ſuppoſes Witches by the help of 
evil Spirits nny do real Miracles. 


wn he the Poets of old haye 

aſcribed ſtrange and in- 
credible things to the power of Ma- 
gick and Sorcery is plain : Virgil in- <Ancid.4. 
troduces Dido ſpeaking thus to her 


Hinc mihi Maſſyle Gents monſtrasta 
Sacerdos, 
Hec ſe carminibus promittss ſolvere 


Mentes, : 
Go Siftere 
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Siftere aquam fiuvits, & flumina ver- 
tere retrs, 

Notturnoſque Ciet manes, mugire Vin 
debss 

Sub pedibus terram, & deſcendere 


montibus ornos. 


And the Witch in Ovid boaſts that 
ſhe can perform as much ; 


Cum volui, rips ipſis mirantibus, am- 
nes 

In fontes rediere ſuos, concuſſaque ſiſto, 

Stantia concutio cantu freta, nubila 
pello, 


Nubilaque induco, wentos abigoque 


Vocogque, 

Vipereas rumpo verbs & carmine fau- 
Ces. 

Viuaque faxa, ſus convulſaque robora 
terrd, | 

Et ſiluas moveo, jubeoque tremiſtere 
Montes, 

Et _—_— ſolum, mane ſque exire ſe- 


pulc 75. 


But notwithſtanding the extravagant 
fancies of Poets, S. Auftin a grave 
and learned writer gives ſo much 

F credit 
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credit to that of Yirgil[ Eclog. 8. ] 


Atque ſatas alio vidi traducere meſſes, 


of the tranſportation of whole fields 
of Corn by the power of Witchcraft, 
that from the Authority of Taly 
( he ſays) it was recorded in the 
twelve Tables of Rome's ancient 
Laws, and a puniſhment proclaimed 
for all ſuch as uſed it. And Apulerus 
when accuſed of Magick before Clau- 
dins Maximus Prefect of Africa,ſeri- 
ouſly urges the Laws of the twelve 
Tables againſt Witchcraft 'in his 
defence, and ſays that Magick was 
there forbid, propter incredundas fru- 
#m illecebras, by reaſon of the in- 

credible bewitching of Corn. And 
whereas a late Author brings in 
Seneca __—_— the credulous lim- 
plicity of elder T imes in the framing 
thoſe Laws, in theſe words of his ; 
Et apud nes in lege Duodecim T abula- 
rum Caverur, ne quis alienas fruges 
excantafſet;, rudis adhuc Antiquit as 
credebat, & attrahi. imbres cantibus 
& repells, quorum nihil poſſe fiers tam 
palam eft, ut ejus res cauſa nullits 
G 2 Philo- 
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Philoſophi Schola intrauda fit. It is 
certain that the opinion of Seneca 
ſignifies little in this caſe, he bein 
no better than a Coſino-plaſtick 
Atheiſt, z. e. he made a certain Pla- 
ſtick or Spermatick nature, devoid 
of all Animality or conſcious Intel- 
leCtuality, to be the higheſt Prin- 
Ciple in the Univerſe. And though 
Pliny were alike Atheiſtical, yet he 
relates-as matter of Fact, that YVett:- 
#us Marcellus, Nero*s Harbinger, had 
an Olive-yard in the Marxcine fields, 
that removed quite over the high- 
way, and that whole Farms went 
out of their places, and ſeated them- 
ſelves elſewhere. 

Now though I am as far from gi- 
ving credit to Poetical fictions as 
any, and do as little believe that a 
Magician can cauſe the Moon to de- 
ſcend from Heaven, as that Maho- 
met once brought her into his ſleeve, 
or that the charms of a Sorcereſs can 
make the world torpid & benumm?d, 
ſtop the motion of the Earth, bring 
a paleneſs over the Stars, or turn 
Day into Night; yer I ſee no reaſon 
that ſhould moye me to think that a 
Magician 
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which was a ſufficient evidence, that 
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Magician or Sorcerer by the aſ- 

ſiſtance of wicked Demons cannot A. 
work a realſMiracle, but that all? 

thoſe ſupernatural effefts -which 

they are at any time the cauſes of 

ſhould be mere Juggles and Impo- 

ſtures. For certainly the Miracles , 
wrought by the Egyptian Sorcerers 45wV& 
were asfreally ſuch as to the truth of T;,P #3 - 
them, as thoſe wrought by Moſes , 

here only lies the difference, that 

Moſes his Rod devoured theirs : and 

the Miracles produced by him were 
greater, and of a higher nature, as 

well as more numerous than theirs, 


they proceeded from God, and were 

not done by the Powers of Dark- 

neſs: Andthe Magicians themſelves 
confeſſed as much; for when they 

ſaw their power tranſcended, they 
freely acknowledged the Preſence ol f #7 
God in the Miracles of Moſes. 

And if it be alledged here, that by 
this means there will be no way left 
to diſcriminate between Divine and 
Demoniacal Miracles, and that we 
are as much obliged to bel eye tne 
Miracles of that Archimago, Apolloni- 
CG 3 4 
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8 Tyanew, as thoſe of our Saviour 
= his Apoſtles, it may be replied, 
that 

That pious and learned Father 
Origen in his Book againſt Celſzs 
gives us a double Teſt to try and ex- 
amine Miracles by : 

1. From the life and manners of 
the perſon that performs them ; As 
if he be of an innocent and virtuous 
life and converſation, and that his 
behaviour and deportment do not 
contradict any of he plain principles 
of Morality, which are legibly ens. 
graven 1n the breaſts of all mankind. 

2. From the effects of the Miracles 
themſelves; whether they be for 
the | and advantage of men, and 
tend to the ſuppreſſion of Iniquit 
and Vice, and begetting a true fait 
in God. Therefore the Father ar- 
guing againſt the fabulons Miracles 
of Ariſtews, he tells Celſius that he 
cannot produce any profit or good 
that ever came to mankind by thoſe 
ſuppoſed Miracles. Whereas the 
Miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
were not only for the good and ad- 
vantage of particular perſons, __ 
O 
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of the whole world ; God thereby . 
recommending an Heavenly Do- 
Atrine which ſhould heal the diſorde- 
red and diſtemyered minds of men, 
and correct and amend their man- 
ners, reſtoring decayed Righteouſ- 
neſs, and bringing them from the 
Tyrannous Kingdom of Satan tothe 
meek and holy Government of his 
Son Feſms. | 
. Which gives us not only ſecurity 
enough from being impoſed upon by 
the falſe Miracles of Magicians, that 
are wrought for corrupt ends and de- 
ſigns, but likewiſe ſets us ina mean 
between Atheiſtical Incredulity that 
believes nothing, and the over-fond 
Credulity of others, that give credit 
to every thing that is reported of 
Necromantick Sorcerers. Follow- 

ing herein the ſingular modeſty of 

Platarch, who ſpeaking of miracu- , ,. _ 

tous -things related by many, con- wet my 

cludes, that for ſuch matters it is dan= © 
erous to give too much credit to them, 

as alſo to diſcredit them too much. 
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OBJECTION IV. 


That it gives evil Spwits and Witches 
too great and exorbitant a power 
over mankind, in that it ſuppoſes 
that thcſe wicked Dzmons may af- 
flitt the Bodies of others with ; 2. 
diſeaſes and torments, that they 
may raiſe Thunders, Storms and 
Tempeſts, killing Cattel and ſpoiling 
the Fruits of the Earth, and many 
ſuch like perniciows and deſtruitive 
things, and all this at the deſire 
and requeſt of a Magician or Witch, 


wm Objettion to weak 
and impotent minds may 
ſeem to carry a great force with it, 
but to a Judgment devoid of Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion and Prejudice, it will appear 
but like an ill planted Ordnance that 
makes indeed a great noiſe, but ne- 
ver hits the Fort its murtherons load 
aimed at; as will be very manifeſt 
by theſe ſeveral and diſtinct replies. 
1. That there is a ſuperior Pro- 
vidence that keeps evil Spirits within 
certain bounds and limits, till men 


by 
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by ſuch wicked praQtices tamper 
with them, and call them to a nearer 
familiarity and ſociety. For not- 
withſtanding this Demonarches, the 
Head and Prince of Devils, ſeem to 
have the Aerial Regions aſſigned to 
himas his Kingdom ( whence he is 
called the Prince © Power 
Air ) yet 1s not this Power infinite 
and unlimited, but reſtrained and 
curbed by the Kingdom of Light, 
that is, by thoſe Holy Angels who 
never revolted from the Govern- 
ment of Heaven, and whom God has 
made to preſide over thoſe Apoſtate 
Legions. Now though #he malice 
of theſe accurſed Spirits be infinite, 
and their thirſt and deſire to deface 
and ſpoil the fair and irreprehen- 
ſible beauty of the works of Gods 
hands unlimited; yet are they per- 
grnny under the inſpection of 
igher and nobler Beings, who care- 
fully preſerve thoſe ſevere Laws and 
reſtraints Divine Providence hath 
put upon them, at which though 
their untamed hearts ſ\vell with diſ- 
dain and rage, yet can they not fiye 
from. And ſo much was confeſſed 
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by the Oradle of Apollo, that the 
Demons who with an unwearied di- 
ligence range over Earth and Sea, 
===== Sduvayra: ind pariy: Suole* 
are ſubdued and conquered by a Di- 
vine ſcourge. But when men either 
through a fond curioſity, or to gra- 
tifie their wicked Luſts and Paſſions, 
ſhall hanker after a more intimate 
Familiarity, and begin to tamper 
with theſe Demons, they willingly 
and readily offer themſelves, for no 
other end but to beguile and enſnare, 
and at laſt ruine and deſtroy thoſe 
who deſerting Divine Providence 
had their recourſe to them. 

2. That this Providence fecures 
mankind from general outrages and 
devaſtations by evil Spirits. So that 
it is not in the power of the King- 
dom of Darkneſs to depopulate the 
Earth, by offering violence to the 


" inhabitants of it; nor can they de- 


luge the world, thereby to deſtroy 
Man and Beaſt; they cannot alter 
the fixed and eſtabliſhed Laws of the 
Univerſe, nor invert the ſeaſons of 
the year. For there is a chain of 


Government that runs down from 
God 
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God the Supreme Monarch, whoſe 
bright and piercing eyes look 
through all that he has made, to the 
loweſt degree of the Creation ; and 
there are Preſidential Angels of Em- 
pires-and Kingdoms, and ſuch as 
under them have the Tutelage of 
private Families, and laſtly every 
mans particular Guardian Genizs - 
Nor is the inanimate or material 
world left to blind Chance or For- 


tune, but there are likewiſe mighty 
. and potent Spirits to whom is com- 


mitted the guidance and care of the 
fluctuating and uncertain motions of 
it, and by their miniſtry Fire and 
Vapour, Storms and Tempeſts, 
Snow and Hail, Heat and Cold are 
all kept within ſuch bounds and li- 
mits, as are moſt ſerviceable to the 
ends of Providence; They take care 
of the variety of ſcaſons, and ſuper- 
intend the Tillage and Fruits of the 
Earth ; upon which account Origen 
calls them depdrus yadgyus, inviſible 
Hwu:bandmen, So that all affairs and 
things being under the inſpection and 
ncorporeal 
Beings, the power of the Dark King- 

dom, 
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dom, and its Agents is under a ſtrict 
confinement and reſtraint, and they 
cannot bring a general miſchief upon 
the world without a ſpecial permiſſi- 
on of a ſuperior Providence. 

3. That the exploits of wicked 
Spirits upon particular perſons may 
be permitted for diverſe good cauſes 
and reaſons. As 1. To humble 
them for ſome ſin; as in thecaſe of 
thoſe grievous and notorious ſinners 
in the Apoſtolical time, who were 
delivered up to Satan, it is* ſaid, 
they were vexed and tormented by 
bodily pains and diſeaſes inflicted by 
thoſe evil Spirits, and that to bring 
them to a ſincere repentance and re- 
formation of their Errors. But 
without any ſuch judicial proceed- 
ing, this envious Explorator or 
ſearcher for faults, when in his walk 
or ranging to and fro upon the 
Earth, he meets with a Chriſtian 
profeſſor, or pious perſon fallen in- 
to ſin, then he is ſaid, iZarrioas der, 
( as in the caſe of S. Peter, Luke 22. 
31. ) to require him of God, de- 
mands to have him delivered up to 
him ( for every ſin gives the Devil a 
more 
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more or leſs right and claim) as to a 
Littor or Exccutioner, omidoas, tO — 

ſift and ſhake him terribly, ſome- 

times by real poſſeſſions or other- 

wiſe bodily infeſtations, and the 

crafty Spirit may at the ſame tine 

gratifie the impotent revenge of an 
accurſed Hag. To this purpoſe it is 
obſervable what Door Hammond ,,,,.. is 
recites ont of the Hieruſalem Targum i Cor.5.5+ 
on Gen. 2. 14. ſuppoſed to be ſaid to 

the Serpent by God, Cm filis mulic- 

ris pracepta legs deſeruerint, nec 
mandata obſervaverint, tu (1.e. the 
Serpent ) firmus eris, & J_—_ 

eos in calcaneo eorum egritudine affici- 

es; When the children of the woman 

ſhall forſake the commandments of the 

law, thou ſhalt be ſtrong, and ſhalt 

ſtrike them on the heel, and inflift ſick- 

neſs upon them. 2. To try their 

faith and patience, as in the caſe of 

Job, upon whom the envious Temp- 

ter laid ſore afflictions to baffle ( if 

he could) his faith in the Divine 
Goodneſs. And Lafantizs notes, 7 , 1 5. 
that theſe impure Demons inſinuant 
ſe corporibus hominum © occulte in 
viſceribus operti, vacerudinem vitiant, 
morbos 
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worbos Citant, ſomnits animos terrent, 
mentes furoribus quatiunt, ut homines 
hi mals cogant ad eornum auxilia de- 
carrere, i.e, inſinnate themſelves into 
the bedies of men, and lying hid in 
their bowels, annoy their health, raiſe 
diſeaſes, terrifie their minds with 
dreams, and ſbakg them with madnef, 
that they may compel them by theſe miſ- 
,. Chiefs to flye to them for belp. But 
| mas" Origen ſays expreſly, that there are 
+ = | Saipeyts Sngaror , certain Demons 
y « Which may be called the publick 
x {+ Lictorsor Officers, which have at 
(1/4/03 ertain times a power committed to 
them to inflict Famines, Droughts 
aud Peſtilences, either for the con- 
verfion of men from ſin and vice, or 
for the trial of their Faith, Patience 
and Conſtancy. 

And how conſiſtent it is with Di- 
vine Providence, and agreeable with 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God to 
{uffer theſe fallacious Spirits to vex 

© and diſquiet mankind, is elegantly 

De Opific. purſued by the forecited Laftanins, 
Da, 6.29 iz. That this diverſity contains the 
Grand ſecret of the world. For thts is 

it that makgs Virtue, which BP 

this 
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this would be ſo far from being, that 
it would not ſo much as appear ,, for- 
aſmuch as Virtue cannot be, unleſs 
there be ſome Rival in the overcoming 


of whom it may exert and its 
L yd w y 4 ſhew 


rength, For as wittory cannat be 
gained without a fight, neither can 


Virtue conſiſt mithout an Enemy. Since 


then God bas given Virtue to man, be 
hath likewiſe on the contrary appointed 
him an Enemy, leſt Virtue langwiſhing 
3 idlenefs ſhould loſe its Nature. 


Whoſe very Reaſon lies in this, That it - 


may. be confirmed and ftrengthened by 
being ſhaken and enfeebled ,, nor can it 
any other way arrive to the higheſt 
prr6b, unleſs being always toft by a 
detrndjng hand, it fond 

a conſtant courſe of contending. For 
God would not have man attain Im- 
mortal Bleſſedneſs by eaſineſs and ſoft- 
neſs. He therefore being about to give 
Virtue, gave an Enemy firſt, who 
ſhould inſtil L,uſts and Vices into the 
minds of men ;, mho ſhould be the Au- 
thor of errors, and the contriver of all 
mſchiefs:, that whereas God calls man 
to Life, he on the contrary ſhould bale 
and lead them. unto Death, Ha - is 
| nas 
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that allures or deceives them that en- 
deavour after the Trurh ;, or if he can- 
not eff ett it by deceitful ſtratagems, he 
aſſumes greater Courage, and attempts 
fo weaken the vigour and attivity of 
the higheſt proficignts, and thus by 
execrable and nefarious means he tor- 
ments and kills , and yet as he over- 
throws many, ſo s he by many over- 
thrown, and when he ts foiled departs 
and goes away. 

4. Thar it is poſlible for the Soul 
to ariſe to ſuch a height and become 


ſo Divine,that no Witchcraft or evil 


Demons can have any power upon 
the Body. - 

When the Bodily life is too far in- 
vigorated and awakened, and draws 
the Intellect the flower and ſummity 
of the Soul into a Confſpiration with 


it, then are we ſubject and obnoxt- Þ 


ous to Magical aſſaults. For Magick 
or Sorcery bein 


tower or Mundane Spirit, he that Þ 


makes it his buſineſs to be freed and 
releaſed from all its Blandiſhments 
and flattering ' Devocations, and en- 
deavours wholly to withdraw himſelf 
from the love of Corporeity and too 
near 


2 founded only in this | 
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\ Ammon. And how far ſucceſsful in 


| ſetting free the mind from the bon- 
dage and toils of the fleſh may be, 
| H 
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near a Sympathy with the frail fleſh, 
he by it enkindles ſuch a Divine prin- 
Ciple, as lifts him up abovCthe fate 
of this Inferior world, and adorns 
his mind with ſuch an. awful Majeſty, 
that beats back all Inchantments, 
and makes the Infernal Fiends 
tremble at his preſence, hating thoſe 
vigorous beams of light which are ſo 
contrary and repugnant to their 
dark Natures. And in this is clear- 
ly fulfilled what the Aramirick Sorce- 
rer ſpake, that there is no Inchant- 
ment or Divination againſt Iſrael, ' 
that is, ſuch who are eſtabliſhed in 
a Principle above the world, and in 
whoſe Souls the All-powerful life of 
God is firmly radicated and fixed, 
who are indeed the true and perfect 
Iſrael : «Is  #dÞdv Sivartai ors Sai 


Us TYLEW: 2,5 


1. e. for neither Aſtral Spirit nor An- 
gelcan prevail againſ one Rayof the 
Deity, as eAſculapius writes to King 


this very caſe this holy Contention 
of conquering the Bodily life, and 


Is 
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is evident in Plotinus, whoſe Soul 
( as Fepoyy relates ) was come to 
that high and noble "Temper, that he 
did not only keep off Magical aſ- 
ſaults from himſelf, but retorted 
them.. upon his Enemy Olympize, 
which "Olympizs himſelf, who pra- 
Ctiſed againſt him, did confeſs to be 
from the exalted power of his Soul. 
So true is that which Laftantixe cites 
from Hermes, that thoſe who have 
the true knowledge of God, are not 
only ſafe from the aſſaults of the De- 
vil, but from Fate ir ſelf, ia gvacry 


. buoiCne, &c. The only ſafe cuſtody is 


Godlineſs ;, for neither evil Demon nor 
Fate can taks hold of a pious man, for 
God extricates and delivers the holy 
Per ſon from all evil. 
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OBJECTION V. 


That it is very ridiculous to imagine, 
that Devils ( though never ſo foul 
and unclean ) ſhould delight in ſuck- 
"g the Bloud of theo accurſed 

ag 


Ss, 


Anſw. O W ridiculous ſoever 
this may ſeem to an 


» Objector, that perhaps would wil- 


lingly turn all things related of Spi- 
rits, whether good or bad, into K:- 
dicule ;, yetas the frequent and con- 
ſtant Confeſſions of theſe deſpicable 
Creatures haye made it unqueſtion- 
able matter of Fat, ſo thoſe who 
have ſearched more narrowly into 
the nature and extraordinary dege- 
neracy of theſe courſe and foul Spi- 
rits, ſuppoſe they have reaſon io be- 
lieve that a Demers ſucking the 
Bloud of a Witch is no ſuch ſtrange 
and unaccountable Phenomenon. And 
perhaps if the ſacred Scriptures had 
not ſo fully aſſured us, thar the De- 
vils whom our Saviour caſt out, en- 
tred immediately into the herd of 

H 2 Swine, 


Pſel. 
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Swine, it would have been deemed 
a thing alike monſtrous and incre- 
dible; which Aarcus the Monk in 
anſwer to this very inſtance, tells 
his Thrax, that theſe Demons enter 
into Brute Animals, not out of any 
ſpleen or hatred they bear to 
hw, GAA Eieusya Cans vSeppory]@, 
but becauſe they are wonderfully deſi- 
rows of Animal warmth. For the 
confederate Spirit, whether of a Na- 
ture Humane or Diabolical, muſt 
neceſſarily have a Body proportion- 
able to the groſsneſs and courſeneſs 
of its Powers and Faculties, which 
being ſo mightily debauched through 
the exceſſive prevalency and exorbi- 
tancy of the ſenſual life, cannot act 
in any other Vehicle but what is 
drawn from the clammy and caligi- 
nous parts of the Air ; which Bodies 
in this agree with ours, in that they 
have their aToppaias, Effluvia, and 
exhale and wear away by a continu- 
al deflux of Particles, and therefore 
require ſome Nutriment to ſupply 
the place of the fugacious Atoms, 
which 1s done by ſucking the Bloud 
and Spirits of theſe forlorn a" 
An 
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And that this was the Opinion of 
the wiſeſt and beſt Philoſophers 
among the Greeks, that evil Demons 
were extremely delighted with the 
Bloud and Nidours of Sacrifices, as 
being a refreſhment and nouriſhment 
to their Vaporous Bodies, appears 
from what Celſus writes ; Xpi} 3d, &c. 
We ought to give credit to wiſe men, 
who - kh that moſt of theſe lower 
and circumterraneous Demons, are de- 


=_ with Geniture, Bloud and1Wi--t {ov [RR 


our, and ſuch like things, and much 
gratified therewith, And Origen 
agrees with him fully in this point, 
and tells us, that the Devils were 
not only delighted with the Idolatry 
of the Pagans in their Sacrifices, but 
alſo ard Tar 3voray avaluuidaesr, RC. 
that their very Bodies were nouriſhed 


by the Vapours and Fumes ari ſing from þ, 


them, and that theſe evil Demons 
therefore did, as it were, deliciate 
and Epicurize in them, Tothis pur- 
poſe the ſame Father makes mention 
of a certain Pythagorean, who wrote 
of the Myſterious and Recondite 
ſenſe of Homer, That Chryſes words 
to Apollo, and his Immiſſion of a Pe- 
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ſtilence upon the Grectans teach ns, 
71 irrigate "OunpO mTorngss tives Sai- 
wores, &c, that Homer did believe 
there were certain evil Demons, who 
rook pleaſure in Fumes and Nidours of 
Sacrifices, and that they were ready as 
a reward to gratifie the Sacrificants 
with the deſtruttion of any perſon, if 
they ſo deſired it, Which by the 
way may give ſome fatisfaCtion to 
thoſe importunate Inquirers, why 
the Poſſeſlions and Vexations of men 
by evil Demons ſhould be wrought 
upon the defire of a Witch? viz. to 
gratifie her revenge as a reward for 
the pleaſure the wicked Fiend reaped 
from ſuch vile and damnable Com- 
merce with her Body. 

Nor was this a ſingular Fancy of 
Origen, for Athenagoras, a Chriſti- 
an Philoſopher writes the very ſame, 
Painove meds T8 leptin, RC i.e. The 


| BY Me Damons aſſiſt at the Sacrifices} being 
Diſc 14 allured and brought down by the bloud 


which they greedily take in. And 
again, oi rei Þ Vany Paine ----= the 
material Demons do ſtrangely _-- 
nize upon the Nidours and Bloud of 
Sacrifices, Which they ſuck in = 
wit 
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with their mouths, but as Marcus in 
Pfellus, who had formerly been ini- 
tlated in the Diabolical Myſteries, 
aomep owſyor x; iparidegua, 4s ſpun- 
ges and teſtaceonus Fiſhes, And no 
doubt but thoſe impure Devils may 
take as much pleaſure in ſucking the 
warm Bloud of Men or Beaſts, as a 


why and _— Air. Perhaps ri ew 
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Inferences drawn from the forego- 
ing Treatiſe. 


H4ums now diſpatched the moſt 
material Objections againſt 
|} the opinion of Witchcraft, I now 

| come to the laſt part of my deſign, 
which is to draw ſome Practical] 
{ Concluſions from this whole Diſ- 
| courſe in reference to the conduct 
of mens lives and manners; And 
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Firſt, ſince we have ſo clear a diſ- 
covery of the Powers of Darkneſs, 
whoſe united and combined Forces 
are ſo porent and terrible in oppo- 
ſing the growth of ſincere Piety and 
Religion, we ſhould be ſtrong in 
God, and couragiouſly reſiſt them, 
being ſtedfaſt in the Faith. 

Divine Providence having placed 
us in this lower World, where we 
are ſurrounded with Enemies, de- 
figns not by this, our ruine and un- 
doing, but that our conteſt ſhould 
end in Victory, and our warfare 
crowned at laſt with Immortal Glo- 
ry and Felicity. Wherefore though 
our Enenues are tall and mighty Gy- 
ants, and from the reaſon of their 
Natures have many advantages over 
frail Fleſh and Bloud; yet ſach is - 
the Conſtitution of things, and ſuch 
the Arms we are furniſhed withal 
for the Combate, that as David 
through a great Faith and Confi- 
dence in the Divine Aſſiſtance, pre- 
vailed over the mighty Champion of 
the Philiſtines wich a Sling and a 


Stone ; ſoby a firm Truſt repoſed 
in the ſame Aid, we may overt m_ 
an 
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and become Victorious over all the 
Infernal Powers that defie the Ar- 
mies of the God of Iſrael. 

Here therefore lies the Field of 
Gallantry and Honour, here are the 
Olympia of the Soul, wherein ſhe 
ſtrives and wreſtles, not with Fleſh 
and Bloud, but with the ſtrong and 


ſubtle Forces of Hell and Darkneſs, 


not for a Garland of Flowers, but 
for Wreaths of Immarceſſible Glory. 
Take heart then O Man, and like an 
invincible Champion of the Holy 
Jeſus, fight the good fight of Faith ; 
Be true and ſincere to thy beſt Hopes 
and Intereſts, by a perfect Eradica- 
tion of all thy Exorbitant luſts and 
corruptions, and by a ſtrong Faith 
and profound Humility form the l1- 
ving Image of God within thee. 
Then ſhall thy Soul with joy and tri- 
: = be lifted up above the perplex- 

ed Fate of this Inferior World, and 
be able to repreſs and extinguiſh the 
Incantations and Allurements of the 
Mundane Spirit through the might 
and power of a Divine Principle. 
Nor ſhall the ſubtle Plots and Machi- 
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nations of the Powers of Darkneſs, . 


and 
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and the Confpiracies of Hell be abfe 
to defeat: thofe watchful. Armies of 
Light with which thon art graarded. 
Act generouſly and becoming not 
only the nature of a man, but a faith- 
ful Diſciple of the Son of God; and 
behold thoſe namerous Troops of 
Angels, which ( thongh inviſible 
to our weak and bodily eyes ) perpe- 
trally ſurround and encompaſs the 
fervants of the living God. | The 


Bleſſed Feſws, who in the days of his 


fleſh by his Soveraign Command 
ejeted Legions of Infernal Spirits 
out of their uſurped Holds in the 
Bodies of men, and by his glorious 
ReſurreCtion caſt down the Prince of 
Darkneſs from his unjuſt Empire and 
Dominion in the World, maintains 
the ſame Righteous Cauſe ſtill, and 
carries on a ſucceſsful War againſt 
thoſe Apoſtate Spirits, im which 
whoſoever will perſevere with cou- 
rage and reſolution, ſhall at the laſt 
reap the joyous Fruits of his Victory 


..and Patience, and receive from the 


hands of the glorious King of Righ- 
teonſineſs a Beautiful and Immortal 
Crown of life and blefſedneſs. 
"7 Secondly, 


| 
| 
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Secondly, We learn not to ſpeak 
evil of Angels. For he who is now 
the Head and Prince of the Datk 
Kingdom, is ſuppoſed by moſt Di- 
vines to have been once the higheſt 
in —_— and Power of the whole 
Angelick Order; and though re- 
flecting =_ his State and Gran- 
deur, and finding himſelf the chicf- 
eſt of the works of Gods hands, in 
the haughty pride of his heart he 
aſpired to an equality with God, 
and was thereþy caſt down into theſe 
Aereal Regions, yet is he ſtill a very 
formidable and tremendous Power, 
not to be blaſphemed or ſpoke evil 
of, but to be reſiſted by all thoſe 
ways and means which God in his 
holy Word hath propounded to us. 


It isS. Aſtin his opinion, that what ©.D.b11. 


is ſpoken of the King of Babylon, by 


the Prophet Eſay, may pretigure or Chap.14. 


allude to this mighty Prince of the 


Dark Legions: How art thou fallen 1 © 


from Heaven O Lucifer ſon of the 


morning ! For tho haſt ſaid in thine 13 — 


heart, I will aſcend into Heaven, I 
will exalt my Throne above the Stars of 
God: Imill ſit alſo upon the Mount of 
0228 fun FL fra e3 OMe No-the 
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the Congregation, in the ſides of the 


— 14 North; Imill aſcend above the heights 


of the Clouds; I will be like the moſt 
High. And hitherto he refers the 
defcription of the Prince of Tyr«s by 
Ezekiel, Thou haſt been in Eden the 


—Cba.28.13 1-1 of God; every precious ſtone 


was thy covering, the Sardius, To- 
paz, and the Diamond, the Beryl, the 
Onyx and the Jaſper, the Saphire, the 
Emerald, and the Carbuncle and Gold : 
the workmanſhip of thy Tabrets, and of 


thy Pipes was prepared in thee, inthe 


- 14 day that thou waſt created, Thou art 


the anointed Cherub that covereth, and 
T have ſet thee ſo;, thou waſt upon the 
Holy Mountain of God; thou haſt 
walked up and down in the midſt of the 


- j Ronesof fire. Thouwaſt perfett in thy 


ways from the day that thou waſt crea- 
= till Iniquity was found 1 thee. 
And if this fo high and majeſtick a 
deſcription in its firſt and primary 
ſence belong to that mighty Angel of 
Darkneſs, he is not fooliſhly and 
idly to be fcoffed at or blaſphemed, 
but according to the ſober advice of 
the Author of the Golden Verſes, 


Tes 


__ ———p_— 
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z. e, to be feared as a very powerful 
and implacable Enemy of mankind, 
by doing good and juſtifiable aCtions, 
and by perſevering in a courſe of 
Virtue, which only through the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Divine Goodneſs, can de- 
liver us from his Rage and Ma- 
lice. . 
There is a place of Scripture, 
which though not much taken notice 
of by later Divines, yet is very full 
to this purpoſe, 2 Per.2, 10,11.4fas 5 
Tpiusos Braopnuivres, tremble not when 
they rail at Glories, or as our Tran- 
ſlation renders it, they are not _ 
ro ſpeak, evil of Dignities, whereas 
Angels which are greater in power and 
might, bring not a railing Accuſation 
[ or a contumelions Indifttment, fxd- 
Tpnuoy xpiory |] againſt them before the 
Lord, Parallel to which is that of 
S. Jude ver. 8, 9g, ----- ſpeak evil of 
Dignities [| or rail at Glories } yet 
Michael the Archangel when conten- 
ding with the Devil, be diſputed _ 
che 
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the _ of Moſes, durſt not bring 
againſt him a railing Accuſation, but 
aid, The Lord rebuke thee. 

T hat by [| dignities ] here are un- 
derſtood Angels is clear, 1, From 
the manner of expreſſion, calling 
them Jitas, Glories; a word fre- 
quently uſed in the Old Teſtament, 
to expreſs the appearance of Angels : 
The only difficulty will be why evil 
Angels ſhould be called li#2,, Glo- 
ries: To which it may be ſaid, that 
the Devil may properly be looked 
Upon as 2 fs Qr Diaxiey, though 
his Glory be pale and wan, and thoſe 
once bright and orient colours fa- 
ded and darkned in his Robes : and 
the Scriptures repreſent him as a 
Prince though it be of Devils. 
2. Ofother Domijnions their Con- 
emye was ſet down before both in 
S. Feter and S. Jude, by the phraſe 
«bs777; and KeTAppoye ot, ſetting at 
nought, making nothing of and de- 
Jpibog, ſcornfully behaving them- 
elves towards their Superiors, and 
ſo need pot be repeated again in theſe 
words. 3. That it is to be under- 
Rood of acontumelious or contemp- 
ruous 


— eee 


on ou i I ET IT Arc PW Ay ny 


and K jngdom of Darkneſs. 
tuous behaviour towards Angels, is 
evident from the inſtance the Apoſtle 
brings of the contention between 
Michael and the Devil, who though 
now his Superior, yet durſt not car- 
ry himſelf infolently, contemptu- 
ouſly or wy! re againſt him. 
All this is ſufficient to let us under- 
ſtand, that theſe mighty Principali- 
ties are not to be reproached or ra1il- 
ed at, but to be left to the juſt and 
righteous rebukes of Heaven in our 
cofiteſts and conflicts with them. 
Thirdly, We are fully aſſured, 
that he who bath God propitious to 
him, need not fear the malice of evil 
Spirits. When the ſervant of the 
Prophet El/zfha was in a great fear 
and conſternation of mind by reaſog 
of the Armies of the Syrians that had 
ſurrounded his Maſters dwelling, he 
no ſooner ſaw thoſe inviſible Chari- 
ots and Horſes of - fire, but his fear 
abated, and his Spirits returned : 
And if we had but a firm Faith in the 
Divine Goodneſs, and made it our 
buſineſs to propitiate God and aſſert 
our ſelves under a benigne and fa- 
vourable Proyidence by the —_ 
0 
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of our lives, we need not fear the 
numerous Armies and Troops of $y- 
rians, thoſe evil Demons that aſ- 
ſemble and unite themſelves for our 
Ruine and Deſtruction. For he that 
loves God has preſently the Inviſible 
Guards of Heaven to pitch their 
Tents about him. 

For, ( as Arnobias excellently diſ- 
courſes againſt the Pagans ) the firſt 


and only God ts a _— Objett of 


Divine veneration;, that God ( I ſay) 
mwho u the Father and Lord, the Ma- 
ker and Governour of all things; and 
in worſhipping him, we _ all that 
3s tobe worſhipped, and adore all that 
7s fit tobe adored, and 9 our ob ſequi- 
ous Venerations to all that require them 
of us. For ſince we hold us faſt tothe 
Head of Divintty it ſelf, from whom 
all the Divinity of the moſt exalted 
Beings ts derived, it were a vain thing 
ro diſperſe our worſhip upon many and 
ſingle perſons, eſpecially when we are 
in great meaſure ignorant both of their 
natures and names, and can have no 
clear knowledge of their numbers, But 
a in Earthly Kingdoms, when we pay 
our worſhip and ſervice to the Kin 

himſelf, 
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himſelf, there is no need of offering the 
ſame by name to all who are attendants 
in the Royal Family , foraſmuch as 
whatever Honour belongs to them, is 
tacitly acknowledged to , 4 comprehen- 
ded in that done to the King : after 
the ſame manner the holy Angels being 
a Royal Progeny, and deriving their 
Beings from the firſk and principal 
Head of all things, although they re- 
ceive no wy from us by name, yet 
know well enough that = are honoured 
likewiſe in common with their King. 
So that when by a ſtrong Faith and 
the Holineſs of our lives we have 
made God our Friend, the Heavenly 
Hoſts are at the ſame time reconci- 


| ltedtous, and we are acknowledged 


by them as members of their ſociety, 
and they lend us their kind and 
friendly aſſiſtance in countermining 
the deſigns of ghe Dark Kingdom 
againſt us. Neither is there any 
Chriſtian that is ever left to his own 
naked and ſolitary Effort in this War 
with the powers of Hell, but is at- 
tended and ſuccoured with a mighty 
ſtrength, even the Bright Armies 
and Legions of Heavens Almighty 

I King: 


SS. 
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King. This, this 1s the Power that 
will at laſt prevail and ſubdue all 
things to it ſelf, and the whole 
Kingdom of Darkneſs with all its re- 
bellious Aſſociates ſhall be plunged 
into an Everlaſting pit of Horror and 
Confuſion. 

Fourthly, It concerns us carefully 
to avoid and mortife thoſe more re- 
fined and IntelleCtual Vices, ſuch as 
Pride, Malice, FaCtion, &c. which 
link and conjoyn men faſt to the 
Dark Kingdom. For though theſe 
ſublimated Iniquities, and ſpiritual 
Wickedneſſes are not ſo much nor 
frequently taken notice of as the 
groller pollutions of the Body, yet 
are they no leſs dangerous than the 
other, as being near a kin to the D1a- 
bolical nature. Hell it ſelf is as well 
a ſtate of Life and Being as a Place ; 
and when the Soul is overrun with 
hatred and envy, with deep anxiety 
and cruel deſpight, ſhe is then really 
drawn into a living Hell, and the 
Devils nature pertectly formed in 
her. There 1s a certain Magical 
Sympathy running through this Infe- 
rior World, which powerfully ar- 
tracts 
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tracts every thing like it ſelf, and 
ſtrives to aſſimilate and conyert it in- 
to its own nature; thus every piti- 
ful Vice ſeeks the enlargement of: it 


Ing 


{elf by a contagious Afﬀeiction of all ff AR 


capablefSubjects ; and the Dark or #-// 
Worldly Spirit is diffuſed far and 7 avs 


wide, and pulls and draws by hid- £s- 
den ſtrings all thofe Beings that are 
prediſpoſed to a Cognation and Af- 
finity with it; and thus are mens 
Souls often ſuck*d in by this Infernal 
and Powerful Nature before ever 
they think they are in any danger. 
Awake then O man from this drow- 
Zy and deadly ſtate, and prepare 
and purge thy heart from all ſuch 
poiſonous and helliſh Paſſions ; Let 
that univerſal Goodneſs which hath 
diſtilled its fruicful nature upon all 
the capacities of things, enlarge and 
widen thy Soul for a due reception 
of a Sacred Influence from above ; 
that the holy life af God may revive 
within thee, which being of a Hea- 
venly Birth and Extraction, will in- 
fallibly carry up the Mind and Spirit 
to its own Fountain and Original. 


Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, A trye ſurvey of the 
Dark Kingdom and the Powerfulneſs 
thereof, cannot but beget in the 
hearts of all ſincere Chriſtians a gre 
chearfulneſs and firm truſt in God's 
Providence. There are ſome that 
think God is beſt ſeryed with a de- 
mure look and melancholick counte- 
nance, as if the heart and life of De- 
votion lay in being dull and mopiſh, 
and as it were ever deſpairing of 
good ; whereas this is only an arti- 
ficial and mechanical thing, or at 
beſt a Religion that men have fra- 
med and patched together out of 
their own diſtempered Conſtituti- 
ons. The Jews ſay that the Spirit 
of Prophecy will not reſt upon a Me- 
lancholick man; and the Sacred 
Writings inform ns, that David's 
Harp <d1d ſometimes diſpoſſeſs Saul 
of his dull and Melancholick Devil 
intimating ſurely to us, that God 
takes the greateſt pleaſure in a com- 
poſed and ſerene Mind, that goes 
on in a chearful dependence upon 
that Almighty ' Providence that en- 
circles all things both in Heaven and 


Earth. 
There 


and Kingdom of Darknef. 

There are ſome Tempers and 
Conſtitutions of Bodies more adap- 
ted and diſpoſed to the Temptati- 
ons and Aflaults of the Devil than 
others, and conſequently have more 
need of a due care and inſpection 
over them, 'T hus though the moſt 
lueid Diſcoveries in Arts and Scien- 
ces owe a great deal to a moderate 
Tincture of Melancholy ( whence 
Ariſtotle obſerves, that ſuch Perſons 
have in ſome meaſure been Divinely 
affected in the Prediction of Future 
Events ) yet when this Humour ſhall 
become ungovernable, and exceed 
the bounds of Reaſon, clouding all 
the Intellectual powers of the Soul, 
in this Dark and horrid Confuſion 
there is no doubt but evil and dege- 
nerate Spirits may inſinuate them- 
ſelves, and taking the advantage of 
this Diſtemper, may produce ſuch 
effects as no natural account can be 
given for. But I would not be mi- 
{taken ; for it is not for a light and 
fantaſtick Spirit that I plead, ſince 
the devouteit Chriſtian in the higheſt 
and moſt enraviſhing chearfulneſs 
and joy of his Mind, is then moſt 
3 compo- 


- 


117: 


* = 5 Wo; ” 


113 ÞA Difcourſe of the Polity, &e. 
compoſed, grave and ſcrious.Þ I | 
would only promote the Exhortati- 


'Z atlh 
F x. 0 of Ss. Paul, that men ſhould rejoyce . 
| ark 4;4- in the Lord always, notwithſtanding 
1.08 all the diſcouragements thrown in 
$5210 * choir way by the Powers of Dark- 
J 9 Y neſs: For this Divine joy and ſere- 
atve<-p nity of Mind is the ſtate of Angels, 
o 5 - and an Emblem of Heaven, whoſe 
bright and clear Manſions are never 
| overſpread by any black and diſmal 
Clouds, but a perpetual and youth- 
ful Spring, an inexhauſted ſource of 
pure Joy and Pleaſure abides there 
for ever. 


FINIS. 


